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Attention Liz Hallsworth 
 
Dear Liz, 
 
HAMILTON CITY SPEED LIMIT BY LAW 2013 – SUBMISSION 
 
The New Zealand Automobile Association (the AA) Waikato Region appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the Hamilton City Speed Limit Bylaw 2013.  The AA has over 1.3 million Members and 
the AA Waikato District represents the interests of Members in this region. 
 
The AA wishes to speak in support of this submission. AA District Councillor Darrin Rhodes will make 
a presentation. 
 
Submission 
 
The AA is committed to the Safer Journeys: NZ Road Safety Strategy 2010-2020, and has been 
instrumental in the introduction of, or advocating for a number of road safety initiatives, including 
the KiwiRap road assessment programme, driver training and graduated licensing changes. 
 
The AA understands the principles and objectives associated with Safer Speeds and looks forward to 
the development of the National Speed Management Plan, currently underway. The AA also 
acknowledges that Hamilton City Council (HCC) is an early adopter with regard to speed limits based 
on Safer Speeds principles across a single council network, with HCC adopting a speed limit policy in 
2012, and more recently ‘rolling out’ speed limit changes area by area across the city.   
 
Referring back to our submission to the last HCC consultation regarding speed limits, the AA asked 
that the Hamilton City speed limit project gave consideration to 

 Nationally and regionally consistent speed limits 

 Self-explaining roads 

 Consistency with the speed limit rules 

 Engineering and education being the primary tools for changing driver behaviour, enforcement 
the last. 

 
The AA Waikato District Council appreciates that HCC staff, in particular Robyn Denton has kept the 
AA informed of the development of this project and we have not opposed it up to this point.  
 



However recent media and anecdotal reports increased our concerns over the whether the people 
of Hamilton understand and support the changes. To investigate this, we sent a survey to Hamilton 
AA Members, which has provided significant new information, and this forms the basis of our 
submission. AA Members reflect a wide cross section of society, including motorists, cyclists and 
pedestrians, and we feel this survey is a strong indicator of the views of the community at large. 
 
The survey was sent out by email to over 11,000 members, with 1555 responding.  855 of those that 
completed the survey took the opportunity to write individual comments on the Safer Speeds Areas 
project. The AA regularly conducts surveys of our Members but the number of comments on this 
topic was unprecedented, showing the people of Hamilton care deeply about this issue. Many 
question the justification for the project as well as the manner in which it has been implemented.  
 
We have included a full transcript of these comments to allow the council to read first-hand what 
residents have to say about the project to date (see Attachment 1: Additional Comments on the 
Hamilton Speed Limit Survey). We have grouped the comments into general categories according to 
their areas of concern. 94 of the 855 comments actively supported or were neutral about the speed 
limit changes overall. The rest, the majority, were complaints about a perceived lack of evidence 
supporting lower speed limits; poor communication and consultation by Hamilton City Council; and 
confusion by drivers about not being able to tell what the speed limit is. There were also a large 
number of comments supporting 40kph limits around schools but not elsewhere.  
 
AA Survey Results 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
The results suggest that; 
 

 The speed limits currently in place are causing considerable confusion for motorists and 
members of the public; in particular 65% are not happy with signage and markings.  

 There is genuine concern about a lack of community engagement in the process of changing 
the speed limits, with many commenting that they were unaware of the underlying HCC 
policy decision; close to 65% of the respondents scored the implementation process as poor 
or very poor. 

  In excess of 75% of the responses said that they either did not want more change, wanted a 
slower rate of change, or that the speed limits be put back to how they were. 
 

The survey confirmed that there was strong support for the 40kmh speed limit programme 
implemented by HCC outside all schools, particularly for the variable speed signs. The AA fully 
supports the work HCC put into that programme. 
 



 Conclusions 
 
The AA supports the broader principles of Safer Journeys, and safer speeds, but cannot support the 
continued roll out of the speed limit changes under HCC’s current approach. Reflecting the results of 
a recent membership survey the reason for this position is; 
 

 HCC’s speed limit policy (2012) is based around a road hierarchy map: local roads and 
collectors1 are to be 40km/h speed limits; arterials are to be 60km/h. HCC is required to 
consult the AA on speed limits (Setting of Speed Limits Rule 2003), but there was no 
discussion on the 2012 policy that has essentially set the speed limit agenda forwards. The 
speed limit policy does not list objective criteria for setting the HCC road hierarchy map; 
some roads identified as local / collector roads appear to operate at traffic volumes and 
average speeds not consistent with the travelling public’s expectations of a 40km/h speed 
limit. The AA also considers that there needs to be a wider debate about the road hierarchy. 

 A number of roads being included in the current 40km/h speed limit proposals operate as 
something dramatically different than a ‘local road’. The AA is comfortable for low volume 
‘local’ streets having a 40kmh speed limit, but have concerns with roads such as Dinsdale 
Road, Mardon Road, Story Ave and in the existing programme of works, roads like Nixon 
Street which are wide and open, and not self-enforcing having a 40kmh speed limit.  

 Self enforcing roads have three advantages: they achieve desired speed outcomes at all 
times, they obviate the need to use scarce enforcement resources, and they do not alienate 
the driving public. This does not cost more than traditional traffic calming and can cost 
considerably less. We cannot see evidence of a self-explaining roads concept being 
introduced in the roads already changed to 40kmh.  

 Under Speed Limits NZ, HCC can only set a speed limit below 50km/h if mean speeds are 
below 45km/h2.  On roads with 40km/h speed limits but mean speeds above 45km/h 
(Dinsdale Rd would be a good example), motorists that have been ticketed could mount a 
challenge that the speed limit is illegal. Investing in appropriate engineering to achieve self 
explaining speeds would obviate this concern. For many local residential streets no changes 
to the streetscape are required; for other streets the operating speeds are above 45km/h 
and engineering treatment is required. It would be a serious issue if HCC has a speed limit 
that does not comply with the Speed Limits NZ.  

 Now that a considerable sector of Hamilton has 40km/h or 30km/h speed limits, the default 
50km/h speed limit is now not clear. It is well known drivers do not see road signs, and 
relying on a single set of signs is not sufficient. The AA considers there needs to be more 
signage to support the 50km/h limits and the boundaries for the lower limits need to be 
made clearer with on-road threshold treatments and on-road repeater speed limit roundels. 
The AA would like to see a continuous distinctive treatment like road marking rather than a 
single notification at the boundary of speed limit changes. 

 The AA is not convinced that it is realistic to expect to raise speed limits to 60km/h on the 
arterial network, and that for many roads 50km/h should remain the speed limit (arterials 
and collectors).  

 The AA is concerned that the speed limits in Hamilton will be different to those regionally or 
nationally which can cause confusion for the motoring public. This is an issue that came 
through strongly in the AA survey. 

 HCC has not been able to articulate to the wider motoring public why the change is required. 

                                                           
1
 Speed Limits NZ specifically notes that 40km/h is not appropriate for a collector road. 

2
 SLNZ requires speed limits can only be under 50km/h if “appropriate and safe traffic engineering techniques 

are applied to ensure that the mean operating speed of motorised traffic is kept to within 5 km/h of the speed 
limit” 



 There is a general lack of public  understanding  regarding default speed limits there is a 
need for the council to educate the public more widely  in regards to such changes   

 
Further, the AA notes that setting speed limits is a long term strategy, and that the success of the 
strategy will be in how the strategy is implemented. Further, being a demonstration project, other 
councils are monitoring the effectiveness and results being achieved.  
 
The AA does not support the continued roll-out of the speed limit changes in the current form. The 
AA would like to work constructively with HCC to understand, develop, communicate and guide the 
implementation of a future safer speeds project, including reviewing how effective speed limit 
changes have been implemented in Hamilton previously, and in other cities including Auckland 
(Point England).  
 
A further concern for the AA is the need to see great effort going into implementing the 60km/h 
routes across the city. Two roads (Mill Street and Hall Street) are included in this package of works. 
The AA would like to see more effort put into determining whether a greater length of the east west 
corridor can be implemented. 
 
The AA supports the speed limit changes associated with the Frankton market, as long as 
appropriate engineering treatments are implemented to establish an appropriate operating speed. 
 
Recommendation 
 
The AA recommends that; 
 

 Hamilton City Council does not implement the speed limit changes included in the current 
round of consultation, or if it needs to implement 40kmh speed limit changes, then these 
are limited to minor local roads (typically cul de sacs and short residential streets). 

 HCC review the signage, and road marking on the streets where 40kmh has been introduced, 
and repeater 50km/h signage where the speed limits have not changed. 

 HCC investigate further options for providing a ‘self explaining’ roads concept across the city 
including distinctive road marking designs used exclusively in the 40 and 30km/h areas, but 
not in 50 and 60km/h areas. 

 HCC investigate how they can better articulate the rationale for the policy and greater 
engagement with the public so they can bring the public along with the project. 

 HCC notes that the AA is keen to work constructively with HCC to understand, develop and 
implement a city wide speed management policy. 

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to have input.  The AA wishes to be heard at the submission 
hearings. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cathy McDonald 
Waikato District Manager 
 
 
Attachment 1: Additional Comments on the Hamilton Speed Limit Survey 
 



ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON THE HAMILTON SPEED LIMIT SURVEY 
 

1. No evidence of need for 40 km/h 

2. Council/Consultation Process 

3. Confusing Signage for Speed Limits 

4. Support 40 km/h in school zones but not everywhere 

5. Support 50 km/h 

6. Non-Compliance for Speed Limits 

7. Support 

8. Neutral 

9. Other Comments 

 
1. NO EVIDENCE OF NEED FOR 40 Km/h 

 
This is a solution for a completely non-existent problem. Official NZTA statistics (2005-2009) show almost no fatal 
accidents on these streets. The very few tragic deaths that did occur didn't happen at speeds between 40 and 50 
km/h (in the rare cases where speed was a factor, that speed was well above 50 km/h. Therefore making the limit 
40 would never have made a difference. e.g. the motorcyclist travelling at 130 km/h in a 50 km/h zone in 
Hamilton East who failed a corner). 2. A 40 km/h limit is not going to make a drunk or drug-crazed driver safer. 3. 
The HCC consultation is a joke. Council does not pay any attention to submissions, and as a consequence have 
not changed any 40k street limit in response to objections from users. 4. The HCC consultation only allows 
comments about a specific street, not the process as a whole. 
 
Where is the accident history to justify each of these speed zones? 
 
puzzling..out of the blue..dont' know why..were there a lot of accidents before??? I can't really see the reason for 
them and also dont' think there was good communication. People may have been asked if they would like the 
streets to be safer but I dn' think they were asked if we would like all these streets slowed down to 40km, 
narrowed intersections and judder bars..on streets that were never a problem in the first place. I also don't know 
where these streets are that are going to become 30kmp and I don't know where the 60kmp streets are...I don't 
want to see any streets increased to 60kmp..I can understand speed restrictions in front of schools but a whole 
street..silly 
 
What evidence is there that public safety has been significantly compromised by existing residential speed limits? 
Most folk would accept reduced speed limits outside schools for example, but surely the budget required to 
communicate & implement these proposed changes could be put to better use? You have to honestly wonder 
whether Council has a vested interest in implementing easy revenue generation from speed infringements? If 
Council were really serious about making a difference to public safety, Why not ban smoking in public places as a 
priority (rather than 2020 or whenever) or how about a zero alcohol tolerance for drivers on Hamilton roads? I'm 
sure there are far more cost effective changes that could be made to improve Hamilton residents health, safety 
and welfare in public places 
 
Some of the roads that have been changed to 40km seem ridiculous..they are not busy streets anyway and 
Dinsdale road for instance is long and windy and has a hill and it isn't easy to crawl along at 40km...I think in 
general leave the streets as they are because most people who are careful drivers slow down these roads 
anyway and those who drive badly will anyway...people shouldn't get a ticket for doing 45 or 50 on these roads. I 
think the changes are rather 
 
Please keep the speed limit at 50km. Reckless people who speed no matter the speed limit. The reduction in 
speed limits frustrates honest motorists like me Do not ticket people for relatively minor speeding (e.g. 55km/h) 
until all roads have been changed, there has been ample communication and time has been given for people to 
get used to it. Err on the side of verbal warnings. Make it positive. Gather data about crashes before, and crashes 
after speed limit changes - make sure it does actually make a significant difference and communicate that to the 
community. I still am unaware of why Hamilton is taking a different stance from other cities... I would have felt that 
choosing certain roads (e.g.by parks, heavy pedestrian use areas and schools) to have lower speeds would have 
more effect than doing almost every road? It does come across as abit...anal.... 
 



As there are few accidents in most of these areas, and they are usually caused by inconsiderate drivers, I feel 
those accidents will still happen even with the new safe signs, it also will slow traffic and will test the patience of 
most drivers. 
 
There have been no accidents in our area, didn't know why the unheralded sudden change to 40. 
 
A letter to editor of Waikato Times last week confirms what I have always suspected - past statistics show 
accident rate in 50kmh areas do not justify present exercise. I would like to know on what stats. council staff 
made recommendations about speed limits and on which Council decided to go ahead 
 
why change things on roads that have never had issues with accidents or complaints of speeding? 
 
What’s the rationale. Are we being dictated to by a few householders in each street who moan about some cars 
exceeding 50kph. Some people just want the world to stop totally. 
 
There is no need to reduce the road limit to 40 kms. There is not enough evidence to justify it 
 
Not only am I a semi-retired real estate agent who for 35 years has driven around Hamilton much more than the 
average motorist, I also now drive buses on all the Hamilton urban routes. Consequently I drive the majority of 
roads around Hamilton regularly and have yet to see any problem with children using the roads or being in 
danger where the current limit is 50 kmh. Most parents drive their children to school these days, and even outside 
school hours one would be hard pressed to see any difference or dangers. What criteria or statistics were used to 
say that reducing the speed limit would reduce accidents? How many accidents with children have taken place 
over the past 12 months, 5 years and 10 years on each road they intend to reduce the limit on? As well as how 
many injury accidents, how many resulted in permanent injury and how many deaths have there been? I have 
found the current hodgepodge of speed limits absolutely and needlessly frustrating. Not only that, the Hamilton 
City Council keeps spending money on idiotic traffic calming measures, needless little traffic islands, fancy 
replacement paving and other needless things to do with socalled "traffic calming". 
 
Living in a predominantly middle age to older resident area I see no reason why they changed the roads in our 
area to 40. I see no change to the way people drive and don't consider the 50k zone to have been unsafe!!! 
 
I support this change if there are valid reasons for doing so, eg school area, kids crossing, dead end streets, 
narrow roads with parking allowed on both sides of the road. I do not support the change if there is no valid 
reason or if there are other options. For example our road is narrow and parking is allowed on both sides of the 
road making it only accessable to one way way traffic. This makes it extremely dangerous as there are lots of 
kids in the street so a reduction in the speed limit wiuld be helpful. However only allowing parking on one side of 
the road should be looked at first. 
 
I am strongly opposed to this change. The impact on traffic flows will cause frustration and increased stress at 
times of day when many people are under pressure to be at work or appointments on time. The impact on 
tradespeople and other workers who travel from job to job will be significant, and the cumulative impact on 
productivity in the city will be negative. I feel outraged that changes of this nature are made without full 
consultation with ratepayers. It seems to me that it is a revenue gathering exercise to reduce council debt 
incurred through initiatives that were undertaken in theface of significant ratepayer concerns, and now the council 
is using the same tactic to try and fix the debt problem. As a ratepayer I am not prepared to keep paying for 
mistakes made in the past. I acknowledge that there are people who drive at dangerous speeds in built up areas. 
However, these people will continue to do so regardless of how many responsible drivers are fined for travelling 
at safe speeds (e.g. 50km as at present). The serious accidents rarely happen on these residential streets. 
 
This is practically the first I've heard of this apart from a nearby school which has lit up 40kh signs as you 
approach. I can't say that I see any need for these very low speed limits provided people obey the present laws 
and don't speed. I really think it is overkill and quite ridiculous! 
 
Why are we changing the speed limits anyway? Where I come from, 60km/h is residential speed and highway is 
120km/h with 10km/h grace. Children learn to look left, then right, then left again and cross the street respectfully. 
I see here the attitude is somewhat different, and instead of educating people to respect road rules and vehicles, 
the government accomodates these people and slows the traffic down. Or is there another reason why speed 
limit needs changing? I don't get it. Probably revenue, mmm! 
 
This is an under handed effort to undercut the use of private cars. This will drive up costs in Hamilton significantly 
and will undermine our local economy. I totally oppose this policy. 
 
I feel that the majority of the decisions to change the speed limits have nothing to do with safety and more to do 
with revenue raising! 
 
I feel that 40km/h is too slow for most Hamilton roads. 



 
Putter slower speeds will not make streets safer, people will still speed and get tickets more often because 30km 
and 40km are ridiculously slow, this will also increase people's frustration and increase traffic not ease it 
 
There may be some streets which warrant a decreased speed limit but in the main I believe the speed limit is 
appropriate. 
 
I don't think there is any issue with the speeds of the roads around Hamilton. I live on Glenview Terrace which is 
a reasonably straight road that has a 50km/h speed limit, and also lots of families living on it. The issue we have 
is idiots going well over 50km/h who aren't going to be going any slower because the council drops the speed 
limit 10km/h. 
 
Roads are for people to move quiker to their destination. There could be a time when city council will tell people 
to stop using cars and work or ride to work. As is anything less than 50kmph is crawling. Can't city council do any 
better work like , saving money for the rate payers eg decreese rates. If they don't have anything better to do they 
should not be in the council. 

 
Most trips in the city require a using a car, as using a bus takes too long unless you are going to or from the 
central city, or to somewhere adjacent to the Orbiter. I am concerned that with most of the city going to 40kph, 
trips are going to take that much longer. 
 
Is the next step reintroducing the man with the red flag in front of each vehicle? Drivers need to take care and 
proceed slowly when a higher speed is inappropriate; as most do now; the paranoia that now insists that I drive at 
40kph even at nine o'clock at night is stupidity posing as concern. 
 
would be better if the speed limit of all streets in an area were consistent, not random as they appear to be. 
what evidence is there that this will make a difference? near schools etc makes sense but otherwise I fear my 
fuel economy is going to suffer driving around in second and third gear all the time! poor communication only, 
seen one flyer in my mailbox just recently! 
 
Drivers need to take responsibility to drive to the conditions be it social e.g school, high peak traffic times or 
environmental. I have boy racers in my street and a school and day care...it would be nicer if they kept to the 
speed limit and funding was spent on controlling the 50km. I note drivers can get very frustrated with slower limits 
when the road is clear ..this leads to dangerous overtaking moves and I have witnessed this...personally I think 
this is higher risk whilst there are certainly some streets where a lower speed limit is desireable, HCC is doing 
this in too many situations where this is not needed. Finally, regarding your survey, some of the questions should 
be targetted at, or allow comments from, people who'se streets have already been reduced in speed, and should 
also address the issue of traffic calmiong or self explaining streets. 
 
There is no need to change the present change to 40kph. 50 was fine. I don't believe it assists to minimize 
accidents. 
 
Congregate is clearly a good idea but large scale speed reductions from 50 to less is just going to annoy drivers 
for very little benefit. 
 
We had a temporary 50km/hr speed limit on Ruakura road for well over a year. It was put up after the death of a 
pedestrian. I know the family concerned but saw no justification for changing the speed limit illegally like this. I do 
not actually know what a Safer speed 40-km/hr zone really means. Is it a suggested speed limit? I oppose these 
changes. 
 
It's all about driving to the conditions. Drivers need to be educated to not necessarily drive at 50kph if there is 
higher pedestrian flow at the time of there passing. But by reducing the limit to 40kph or 30kph you take away the 
right to travel at a safe and quicker 50kph during very low or non-existent pedestrian times. I live near well used 
public parks and do not necessarily travel at 50kph just because that is the limit. 

 
Don't support 40k speed limit in city streets - stops traffic flow and very confusing different speeds - other safety 
issues ie policing at red lights and roundabouts 
 
Is there a real problem with Hamilton street speeds or is it diverting attention from more necessary problems? 
There are some major roads (arteries through the city) that could easily accomodate a faster (60 km/hr) speed 
limit to improve traffic flow. e.g. along River Road (outside my home). The Council needs to consider the growing 
problem oftraffic congestion and traffic flow though the city (not just the ring road system). 
 
I believe that this is not a safety issue. It is remuneration gathering exercise. When you consider the current 
process's in place regarding School speed limits, that is adequate speed limits and we can all understand that 
process but to apply the same restrictions throughout the city is ridiculous. 



 
If it's not broken,don't fix it! 
 
its just wasting rate payers monies,the streets are slow enough now with all the traffic, these changes will clog 
them more. 
 
A total waste of time and money! What is the reasoning for the change? 
 
Whats with all the changes anyway? 50km is safe... let alone 40 or god forbid 30 
 
The designated 30 Kms should be 40 km. A 40 km speed limit seems unneccessary as most neighbourhoods are 
capable of sustaining 50 kms. Our street is a culdesac and drivers travel slowly anyway. When there is a network 
of main routes through Hamilton being 60 it will be totally confusing going along major side strees at 40km eg 
River road streets to Heaphy terrace 
 
Hamilton streets are very safe for pedestrians so I can't see the point of slowing the traffic flow down. Spend 
money on encouraging people to cycle to work or around the city and make it safer for them. 
 
I didnt actually know this was an issue. I feel that the current speed limits are very appropriate. The only areas I 
could see reduced speed limits is in school areas 
 
The council has just raised rates due to not having enough money, so where is the extra cash for this going to 
come from, plus all the work they have done ripping up asphalt to put cobble stones in at ends of streets, islands 
in streets that you have to swerve around etc Most people still don't know that the speed limit has been reduced 
from 80k to 60k outside the base, other than changing the signposts, there has been no other signs or flashing 
lights etc to say something has been changed in the area They say it is to make streets safer as if you are hit by 
a car you are less likely to die, Im still waiting on stats to say how many people have died on the roads they are 
reducing the speed limits on It makes it harder to stay within the law as you never know what speed you should 
be going at, a perfect example is the carpark at the dinsdale library, if you enter from the main road the speed 
limit is 50k, if you exit onto Dinsdale road the speed limit is then 40k, however as the speed limit signs are at the 
roundabout there is no way to know that the speed limit has changed when you leave the carpark. 
 
Agree with speed changes where appropriate, but would be opposed to the majority of Hamilton streets being 
changed. 
 
Frustrating resulting in people making dangerous decisions when driving. What is the evidence of changing? Has 
there been significant number of accidents in the areas that have dropped in speed limits? Has there been a 
substantial drop in accident numbers in the trial areas to justify widespread change? 
 
The changes are frustrating and misleading. They are slowing traffic for no good purpose. It is very easy to miss 
a different speed limit particularly if the roads are quiet. The next logical step for this council is back to the horse 
and buggy days 
 
Having lived with speed calming devices outside a property I would rather have the speed than braking & 
accelerating. At risk areas yes but council has gone too far blanketing the city! 
 
30 km is way too slow for roads 
 
Dont just reduce speeds. There are many which could be lifted to 60km im sure. 
 
Maybe it would be useful if some statistics were placed in the Waikato Times or other media to back up the 
reasons for the changes in road speeds - is it really warranted? 
 
Far too many 30/40kmh areas already, especially with roadworks and schools all around the city. 
 
Hamilton East - the school roads now have major bumps that are not easily visible which causes cars to break 
suddenly as they "hit" the bump. This in itself is causing traffic problems and the new bumps are everywhere 
around the school,not just a few roads on the perimeter. Nowhere with the "new bumps" are there road signs or 
notifications of either the new bump OR a new speed limit. Not impressed at all. Regarding changing my road 
speed to 40 - I live in on the outskirts of Hamilton (Glenview) in a cul-der-sac and nobody does 50 down either 
the primary road nor the cul-der-sac. 
 
It's particularly offensive that HCC are wasting money on these cock-a-maney schemes when there is absolutely 
no need... it's not as if many accidents occur in suburban streets, the majority of the occur on the through routes. 
It's just a massive waste of money - 'make work' to keep a number of real losers in jobs. IT's not even as if there 
any substantial evidence to support the idea. In general Hamilton roads look as if they were handed over asa 
'colouring in' project to intellectually handicapped children ( actually IHC could probably make a better job of it! ) 



The speed limits, if being lowered, need to be supported by making the road feel as though you should be going 
that speed. This would have a greater impact on speed reduction than merely putting signs up for 40kph, whilst 
the street is wide and straight with no speed calming or other visual cues. 
 
I would like publication of the research to say that quiet culdisacs will benefit from a drop in speed. Arterial routes 
like Dinsdale Road should stay 50. 
 
The 40kmph 'safer speed limits' do nothing - they do not slow the majority of drivers. 
The money should be spent on enforcing the current limits focus more on routes people use as a bypass ie 
Beerescourt Rd, Sandwhich Road. 
 
A big expense in signs for a city already in debt. 
 
Making things more complicated will not make the roads safer. It is a stupid and unnecessary decision by council. 
40/30kmph is a stupid idea and is only a tactic to get more speeding tickets. 
 
Keeping things simply will ensure more compliance. The confusion caused by the changes will simply mean more 
revenue for council. 
 
More consideration should be given regarding which roads should be done. Why make cul-de-sacs part of it all? 
The motorists aimed at are not obeying, e.g. young drivers, driving hoons. Often overtaken by such drivers in 
areas where there are limits. No evidence of any actions taken in cases of abuse. 
 
Leave things along. Simply stick to the speed limits advised in the Road Code and cease constantly changing the 
flow of traffic with traffic calming structures, alterations to speed limits and traffic lights that are never in sinc! 
Greater traffic congestion; if a vehicle takes four minutes to travel the length of a road at 50km/h, it will take five 
minutes at 40km/h. That equates to 25% more traffic at any one time. A 25% increase in traffic is not what 
Hamilton needs at the very time when the Hamilton economy needs to be moving. Slow the traffic = slow the 
productivity = slow the recovery = slow the growth. 
 
If it isn't broken it doesn't need fixing. 
 
This whole plan seems like ideology gone berserk. To suddenly and unilaterally declare there shall be no streets 
in Hamilton suitable for 50kph defies logic. There are many streets where 40kph would be too slow, with many 
residents being penalised for applying common sense, and many streets where 60kph would be too fast, 
introducing unnecessary danger. And cost doesn't even appear to enter the equation, I thought Hamilton city was 
'broke' after the V8 fiasco? With the streets converted so far the signage has been shocking, in some cases 
insufficient, and in some cases poorly located, difficult to observe and located close to intersections where drivers 
attention should be on other traffic hazards, not searching for speed signs. 
 
Where are the statistics to support that children are getting run over on Hamilton Streets? Our area was one of 
the first Hamilton streets to change to 40km/h; all that appears to have been achieved is giving licence to 
skateboarders to now use the road for their sport and not the footpath. If anything, I believe there is more at risk 
now than in the past. 
 
I think it was terrible the people who live in Dinsdale got nailed the hopeless signage on Dinsdale Rd. I think the 
40km programme is unnecessary and smacks of council spending a sum of money allocated for road safety for 
the hell of it. 
 
Some of the roads that have been changed to 40km seem ridiculous..they are not busy streets anyway and 
Dinsdale road for instance is long and windy and has a hill and it isn't easy to crawl along at 40km...I think in 
general leave the streets as they are because most people who are careful drivers slow down these roads 
anyway and those who drive badly will anyway...people shouldn't get a ticket for doing 45 or 50 on these roads. I 
think the changes are rather 
 

I feel the people who have been using the roads for a long time will continue to drive the speeds they have been 
on them even if they are aware of the new limit. Sure anyone new around may follow it but it just seems a bit 
much effort for little impact 
 
Why create speed restrictions, obstacles in roadway, chicanes and other devices in order to slow down a few bad 
drivers while frustrating more socially responsable drivers. Put the restrictions into place where and when needed 
but dont put a wet blanket over everything 
 
Not 30 kph! This is not 1901 and people need to be aware ( by education) that 50 kph is quite manageable in 
spite of some minor idiotic people flouting laws regardless of speed limits in place. Its this group that needs 
policing, not everyone else! Even 40 kph control is not acceptable if no, or even random, policing is being 
provided. Put up your 30 & 40kph signs. Whos going to actually police it and whose going to drive at those 



restrictive limits? Do a good job of road policing & 'cameralise' these back street areas if you must. But at least 
police it if you want to enforce it! After all, policing is not (or at best poorly) done at present. You may even catch 
some other crim behaviours as well! 
 
Thought that the ones that have lower speeds were unnecessary as a responsible driver wouldn't be going any 
faster anyway 
 
Responsible drivers drive slower if necessary. Irresponsible drivers speed even if children are around. Changing 
the speed limit to permanently slower at all times of the day is unnecessary. Making major routes slower such as 
Dinsdale Road in Hamilton causes traffic congestion. 
 
why put a 40k limit in a housing area where you are lucky if you see 5 kids a week on the street. why put a 40k 
area where the chances of someone being hit by a car is extremely remote. make the parents responsible for 
their children and us the driver responsible by our actions. it is time the government dept and councils stopped 
doing the thinking for NZ people and make the people of NZ use their own heads 
 
Most residential streets are not where the accidents happen. Time would be better spent monitoring compliance 
with road rules, e.g. red light runners; those who treat a STOP sign as a GIVE WAY 
 
We live very close to an intersection, so actual speeds outside our house are much less than the 40km/h limit. 
Changing speed limits on high use through roads is not practical as these are feeder roads to the main arterial 
routes 
 
40 is just too slow and a money making revenue. If it is because of children parents should keep them off the 
road. We learnt to play off roads and so should they. 

 
I feel the people who have been using the roads for a long time will continue to drive the speeds they have been 
on them even if they are aware of the new limit. Sure anyone new around may follow it but it just seems a bit 
much effort for little impact 

 
Why create speed restrictions, obstacles in roadway, chicanes and other devices in order to slow down a few bad 
drivers while frustrating more socially responsable drivers. Put the restrictions into place where and when needed 
but dont put a wet blanket over everything 
 
I don't think speed is a huge issue. I spend a lot of time on the road and the number of people talking on phones 
while driving (and therefore not paying attention to anything else going on around them) is a much bigger issue in 
my opinion. 

 
why do they need to make it 3o, they have already change alot to 40 
 
Stop reducing the speed limit and change the speed limit on Rukura Road back to 80 km/h 
 
Hello, Continuously lowering speed limits is frustrating. Spending huge amounts if money putting in cobble 
sections for these areas is a complete waste of my rates/taxes. Drivers do need to be educated to drive at a safe 
speed but permanently reducing speed limits in so many areas is a mistake. 
 
Most people are careful drivers. The ones who aren't, still aren't despite the changes. By far the best thing I've 
noticed is when there was a police stop on a through side road at 8.00am in the morning. There should be more 
presence like that. The 40km change in Tongariro st that is the through road is just ridiculous. It is so wide and 
traffic speeding not an issue - if anything its the crawlers doing drug pickups that are the issue - I say keep the 
traffic moving! 
 
First choice should be to not change the road speed limit, but as long as each road is considered independently 
and the reason to change it is strong, I have no problem. 

 
I am strongly opposed to this change. The impact on traffic flows will cause frustration and increased stress at 
times of day when many people are under pressure to be at work or appointments on time. The impact on 
tradespeople and other workers who travel from job to job will be significant, and the cumulative impact on 
productivity in the city will be negative. I feel outraged that changes of this nature are made without full 
consultation with ratepayers. It seems to me that it is a revenue gathering exercise to reduce council debt 
incurred through initiatives that were undertaken in the face of significant ratepayer concerns, and now the 
council is using the same tactic to try and fix the debt problem. As a ratepayer I am not prepared to keep paying 
for mistakes made in the past. I acknowledge that there are people who drive at dangerous speeds in built up 
areas. However, these people will continue to do so regardless of how many responsible drivers are fined for 



travelling at safe speeds (e.g. 50km as at present). The serious accidents rarely happen on these residential 
streets. 
 

2. COUNCIL/CONSULTATION PROCESS 

 
I had no idea that there was any change in speed limits anywhere in Hamilton, until being asked to participate in 
this survey!!!! 
 
We have never received any written communication from Hamilton City Council. We subscribe to The Waikato 
Times and receive the free weekly newspapers. The free newspspers are where you read about the Council 
news bit I can't recall ever seeing any information. 
 
how much research is there to make this a necessity for Hamilton? Will the rates rise again to cover the cost of 
changing everything? Above all, why won't the Council consult with it's voters and employers? 
 
this is the first that I have heard about the reduction of the speed limit in Hamilton 
 
First I have heard about asking our opinion or anything of the changes was this survey. AA are probably doing 
more to be aware and asking our opinion than the council. That and the 40km speed limit should only be around 
schools. 
 
I do not feel that the council has consulted he people of Hamilton regarding the speed changes - they just inform 
you that it is happening. There are some more major roads around Hamilton I feel should be increased from 
50km to 60km. 
 
I have seen the changes on some streets but this is the first time I've seen anything about public consultation 
Overall poor communication by the Council to the residents of Hamilton city. 
The first we knew about our street changing was seeing the newly installed speed limit signs. The first I know it 
was an official policy to switch most streets in Hamilton was this survey and the accompanying email from AA. 
My wife even follows the Hamilton ring road facebook group and didn't know either. 
 
Which Streets are changing? 
 
I have seen very little publicity about the changes. Perhaps a list of streets that have speed limits changed is 
published in the community newspapers and in the Waikato Times for a week. 
 
while these changes may be necessary it would be better to communicate these decisions first so that you may 
have better buy in from the locals and the streets in particular 
 
Did not know this was happen until this email, some of the changers are wrong eg three quarters down a street 
the speed limit changers down to 40 kms 
 
i live practically central city and have had NO information what so ever about changes!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
I still don't know what streets you are proposing to change. Why haven't you included them in this email? 
 
Most people don't know about the new speed limits, and most don't know even more are about to change 
 
Not enough promotion about changes before happen - yes they notify people living on street but not enough 
done to make other road users aware. Not enough signage to tell people about recently changed roads or only 
sprayed on road not enough actual signposts which are much more visible. Also maybe signage on road itself but 
none on roads joining that road so you can turn into road from side road and not be aware eg recent Dinsdale Rd 
debacle - absolute revenue gathering scam !! 
 
This is practically the first I've heard of this apart from a nearby school which has lit up 40kh signs as you 
approach. I can't say that I see any need for these very low speed limits provided people obey the present laws 
and don't speed. I really think it is overkill and quite ridiculous! 
 
I never realised there were changes, maybe its cos I don't watch the news or read papers.. but I did get pulled 
over one day around the corner from my house and given a speeding ticket after driving it 50km, because 
apparently it had been changed to 40km before and after school and there was a new electric sign up with 40km 
during those times. However I had never even noticed the sign, nor seen it saying 40km ever before! The sign 
sits out of my view as I come up the hill and turn left. I felt a bit miffed cos I didn't feel informed at all about it or I 
would have definitely changed how I drive. Needless to say I have changed now the only people who benefit are 
the police by making more revenue. it is no safer making it 40ks a hr. 
 



This sounds like an awful proposition. The current changes have not been expressed to me at all and the further 
changes sound like a terrible idea. From personal experience, 30km roads cause tailgating and road rage.  
 
There's no point. They do what they want anyway, no matter what the people of Hamilton think. The whole 
submission process is a waste of time as it is not binding. 
 
The HCC should notify everyone more effectively about the changes using the local newspapers and newsletters 
etc before and after the road limits are changed. Signs showing the speed limits should be clearer and larger. 
 
To be honest, I didn't know that they had changed several roads to 40k zones. As much as I think this is great 
(some roads should be lower as well - for example we live on a private lane, and cars zoom up and down all the 
town - I would like to see a 10-20k limit put in place) I definitely think the council needs to put more time and effort 
into communicating the changes. 
 
Council need to advertise changes more. Facebook updates, updates to neighbourhood support groups etc 
Our city council is a joke and dont communicate with us over this issue at all 
 
The council may have agreed on the plan and even asked some of the communities if they agreed with it. We 
don't know though what was the majority, for or against it.  
 
They have no mandate for these changes 
 
This survey shows the Hamilton City Councillors have no idea on what is required to inform their stakeholders.  
 
Time and again they start a process of 'Consultation' by getting their voters offside with the Council, more often 
before full consultation and advice has been provided to the ratepayers. The fact I have supported the lower 
speed initative does not mean I supported the method used. The Council is as inept a group as has ever been 
elected in Hamilton. 
 
Hamilton city concil is absolutely useless and keeps making the wrong decisions about things affect our daily 
living. 
 
Who are the decision makers on the council? Do they really represent the ratepayers who elected them? They all 
seem to be trying to instil their personal opinions on the public rather than obtaining the public's opinion. 
 
I was unaware of any speed limits in Hamilton less than 50 kmh. Traffic seems to be driving faster than ever. 
 
The Council should put flyers into letterboxes notifying the changes. I don't get the local paper and quite often the 
two weekly local papers are missed from delivery so therefore speed change notifications are missed and this is 
a very important detail in the life of a driver. 
 
Let us know the changes in advance. This is just another way of revenue collecting without giving notice. 
I havent heard of any speed changes yet, except the variable speed limits around schools. Im quite disappointed 
that i haven't seen or heard any adverts or public announcements 
 
I am very concerned about the amount of roads they are making lower speed limits and the council's inability to 
communicate these lower speed limits to the public. It is more than just putting it in the local newspapers, there 
are people who live out of town who regularly drive these roads who this isn't being communicated to. 
 
city roading infrastructure is not able to accommodate multiple areas of slowed traffic. there are multiple bottle 
necks now and slowing the speed of traffic in any more of these vulnerable areas with limited or no improvement 
in clearance capability, will contribute to driver frustration and increased risk taking as a result, in complete 
opposition to what might be trying to be achieved... 
 
never heard about it only know of someone making the sign changes it is just about impossible to go up dinsdale 
road or come down a hill at 40kmh brake people will be happy they will wear out quicker strongly disagree 
 
I didn't know that residential roads had a 40km/h limit in Hamilton. I thought they were 50 apart from those 
signposted different. 
 
more education/information required to advise public on changes. Some roads do not need the posted speed 
changed. 
 
Lack of communication and consultation from Hamilton City Council on this whole issue 
Certainly ACC will make lots out of the Councils failures. They can't even remove the tree roots in my property 
from early last year that they failed to kill prior to that removing their tree on the roadside! Why should we even 
pay our rates? 



 
The way the council puts bits and pieces and trees on the road sticking out makes it more dangerous. At places 
you have to stop to let buses turn or pass to relaxing situation. Some roads are an invitation to go faster with all 
the protrusions on the road to dodge. 
 
Better communication about what streets have changed their speed limit and reminder signage along streets and 
roads It is called Consultation which has a legal definition! 
 
This Council are incompetent bunch of fuckwits. Look at the fluoride debacle. They cant get anything right and we 
get to vote them OUT very soon. 
 
The council were asking people about the changes???? Where When Who I never saw or heard from anybody 
about this didn't even know it was happening.... 
 
Apart from one letter from HCC that didn't specify which st. The limit changing on, not heard anything. 
 
The council should concentrate on improving the road surfaces and leave safety up transport control. 
 
I couldn't find the list of streets to have the speed reduced. 
 
Yes! If speed is a problem, then put more humps in the streets which are a problem. If HCC bothered to paint the 
existing humps in residential streets we would all know exactly where they are. Furthermore, if HCC put speed 
cameras on the streets buses use, they would find the bus drivers drive faster than motorists who drive cars. 
The Hamilton City Council piss me off ! They change things no matter what the public (voters ) think anyway !!!  
 
They think they are a law unto themselves and forget "we put them there for us "!!! Leave the bloody speed limits 
alone – deal with the arseholes who speed not punish the everyday careful law-abiding road user. 
Wasn't even really aware they were changing the speed limits. Only really notice speed signs that light up e.g. 
around school areas. There haven't been any flyers or anything in my area to explain any of the speed changes - 
well none that I am aware off. 
 
didn't even know they were changing the speed limit in some areas. Just hope that those areas are well sign 
posted. 
 
Can't recall getting any information from the Council regarding the change in speed limits, but I may have 
overlooked this. 
 
I saw very little communication about the speed limit changes but it has made a difference to our street. Everyone 
drives slower. 
 
I had no idea about these changes. can the government please at least communicate with what they are doing! 
Eg...newspaper through Waikato times and Hamilton paper. And hello....Facebook!! All they need do to is to do a 
easy map..highlight where the changes will be made. Thank you AA for making me aware of this issue!! 
 
The Council does not seem to have communicated the reasons for the proposal i.e. cause and effect justification 
showing proposed reduction accidents. 
 
The council needs to be much more proactive in explaining new speed limits and have much better signage when 
they do I replied to a council letter stating that I didn't feel it was necessary to change the speed limit in our area. 
I had no response and the limit changed to 40 anyway. 
 
It would be great if Council would stick to core business and at least do that with some modicum of success. 
They need to make drivers aware on the changes that are being made, even if they advertised in the papers or 
on the radio, it may not be enough. A lot of people don't read the papers or listen to their radio's, the council may 
have to erect signs around Hamilton to let Drivers know what's going on with the speed limits, either on the 
roadsides or even in Supermarket Car Parks. . . 
 
In this day of more (and better) technology, it is illogical to take a step backwards in assessing our ability to cope 
with it. 
 
As a household rate-payer, I have never been ASKED by the council, I have only been notified that it will be 
happening on our street. I don't see the point on changing the speed zone outside our house personally, as we 
have a school zone and roundabout at one end (40kph already am and pm), and a number of roundabouts 
starting from 300m further along the road! It's fairly difficult to get speed up along here anyway. Waste of money 
in our case. At some point drivers still need to be able to move around the city or we may see increased amount 
of road rage cases from it. Thank you AA – 
 



Glad someone is communicating with us and actually interested in what we think. Just wish the council had. 
Better communication & far more visable signage is needed. 
 
I did not even realise that the council had made any changes - I did not see any advertising and I have not seen 
any new road signs. Maybe I have not driven in these areas??? I do hope that the new speeds in the areas 
concerned will be well signed. I would like to see some signs up around the schools that say 40kmh in big bright 
letters. I drive to work past a school, and had wondered why they had taken away the usual flashing 40 kmh sign 
away - is that because it has become permanently 40kmh? I did not read anything about the change if there is!! 
And where does the kmh area run from??? It is kind of scary - but I normally slow down around schools as I am 
aware that there are children around and they can be unpredictable. 
 
The council have stated that their changes are to be made in the interests of safety but they have not provided 
any real statistics showing how unsafe our residential streets are. I suspect that they cannot show any need for 
these changes. I haven't heard or read anything in the newspaper on changing the speed limits on Hamilton 
streets. I would like to see more "speed cameras" set up to catch those speedsters who continually break the city 
speed limits and those who "run" red lights and put motorists lives like mine in danger. As for reducing the speed 
limit in most areas, I think it would just add to more traffic congestion. 
 
I have received NO notification or consultation about this. I have absolutely NO IDEA which roads have had their 
speed limit reduced. More consultation and notification please. And perhaps some reasoning as to why it was 
necessary?? 
 
I wound think council has better things to do. speed is not a problem in Hamilton bar a few idiots that you get 
anywhere and speed limits are not going to worry them they will drive at what they like anywhy 
 
The council needs to show the evidence that these changes were necessary. To my knowledge the council has 
not presented any evidence for the need to change these speed limits. The new changes cause more traffic 
congestion and in my opinion are just a revenue gathering exercise. 
 
I've heard very little, if anything at all, about it. The focus is wrong, although I don't know what the supposed 
problem is they think they are fixing, as have heard nothing about it. So, without knowing what the problem is, 
there are plenty of other traffic problems I think should be sorted first - they are achieving a slower speed by 
making so many obstructions 
 
to smooth traffic flow, eg putting traffic islands by bus stops, so that when the bus is stopped all traffic does too, 
unless drive around it on the wrong side of the road. There are lots of drivers in Hamilton that already drive 10-
20km below the speed limit with no apparent reason, so to drop it even further would mean it would be almost as 
fast to walk! 
 
We recently received a letter from the council that the speed. Limit in our street would be lowered to 40km while 
we have no strong objection, we do object to not being consulted. We also dislike the introduction of speed 
bumps and obstacles into neighbouring streets some of which have made driving around our neighbourhood 
hazardous. The traffic island that stops us from backing out of a frequently used driveway certainly is. Speed 
bumps also can be damaging to cars, suspension and I have experienced back pain problems going over them 
even at quite slow speeds. 
 
I did not even know they were in the process of changing the speed limits. 
 
I hate this nanny state mentality the Hamilton City Council are taking, and the revenue gathering role that they 
now have, initially as parking meter wardens and now as speed police through speed cameras eg on Dinsdale 
Road THIEVING OFF THE UNSUSPECTING PUBLIC. I have seen Parking meter wardens out looking solely for 
cars with expired warrants and Rego's. That is not the City Councils role Sorry for the rant but I believe they have 
lost the plot (Council is there to provide essential services) and they have become thieving swine. 
This survey and the link with it is the first opportunity I have had to see which streets were having their speed 
limits .  
 
This Council are totally out of sync with most people that live in Hamilton. Time for a major change of council! 
WHERE HAS COMMON SENSE GONE.WE DO HAVE A ROAD CODE TO GUIDE US.I WILL AGREE, 100M 
EITHERSIDE , OF SCHOOLS.THE PROBLEM TO DAY IS TO MUCH LOVE AND TENDER CARE.I GUESS 
THE COUNCIL WANT TO BECOME BABY SITTER,AND WASTE MORE RATE PAYER HARD EARN 
DOLLARS. 
 
Genuinely surprised to learn that the process had already begun. Only indication I've had was after I made a 
complaint about an unrelated matter. 
 
I don't read the paper and did not know of these changes. If this is true and there has been a planed change of 
most roads to 40kph by stealth then this council need to go..... 



 
It is high time the Council stop wasting hard-earned rate payers money on something that I deem unimportant. 
There are far more pressing issues that the Council should address, such as reducing its costs! THE BOTTOM 
LINE IS IT SHOULD WASTE ANY MORE RATE PAYERS MONEY!!! 
 
Lowering speed limits near schools during time there are children arriving and leaving made sense. A wholesale 
change apparently for the sake of change is costly and irritating. In areas where there is proven need for a 
change to maximum speed (i.e. issues reported, increased accidents occurring, increased children in an area) 
then changes could be considered with effective consultation with the communities and significant education. 
This has not been done – see recent article in Waikato Times re changes to Dinsdale Road - even residents were 
complaining!!! 
 
The council have NO mandate to stuff around with speed limits like this. They are way out of order! They will be 
policing it next to generate more revenue for themselves. They should stop meddling around with traffic control 
and stop WASTING OUR MONEY. The traffic islands are another example of their ignorance. 
The council should advise their residents around Hamilton quick and concise in regards to the speed changes. 
I didnt even know there had been any changes. 
 
Most cars are driving around 50km/h roads that warrant a slower speed at times, anyway. I very rarely see cars 
going unsafe speeds in 50km/h areas. Currently it's reasonably easy to guess what speed you should be 
travelling if you miss seeing a speed limit sign. Having all these 40km/h areas makes it very difficult. The council 
is way over-complicating things. How about introducing better signage (not speed signs) in problem spots, or 
maybe judder bars. The council has passed some incredibly illogical bylaws about how houses in Hamilton 
should also look and be laid out. They're playing "silly buggers" with Hamilton residents. 
 
Did the people of Hamilton ask the Council to make these changes to our street speeds? Or has the Council 
made the decision without consultation with the City's residents? Is this a deliberate plan to collect extra 
revenue? Slower speeds around school areas were discussed and accepted by all, but Safer Speed streets 
arrived without warning. Original speed fines in Dinsdale Road should be refunded, because the users of that 
road were not reasonably warned of the changes. 
I think that most people who live on the streets where the speed limit has been reduced have been surprised 
about how quickly the changes have been made. 
 
What evidence have the council that the changes are beneficial? With scarce resource these days, the council 
should tell rate payers these will cost? 
 
I am not sure how they have decided which streets to change. Our street (St James Drive) is a racetrack for a lot 
of drivers and it is also a popular way for kids to walk to Rototuna Primary School as there is a walking bridge 
across the gully from St James Drive to Coleraine Drive, yet our street is not included in those they are looking at 
changing. 
 
Just keep the communication up with the community so that we ALL know what is happening. 
 
The council is very good at asking people for their opinions about proposed changes - they just don't listen when 
their ideas are rejected by the majority. As a resident in one of their 'trial areas', I've experienced first-hand how 
they fail to listen to the opinions of those whose lives they are disrupting, and failing to use common sense. In my 
experience, they go ahead and carry out their 'good ideas', at the ratepayers expense, and then have to fix up 
errors/issues later on (Casey Ave/Tamihana Ave courtesy crossing which has just been removed is a good 
example of this) - and the council seems have no idea how annoying, disruptive and at times down-right 
dangerous the 'traffic slowing measures' are along Casey Ave/Ranfurly Ave in regards to parking, visibility and 
accessibility. A lowered speed limit on residential streets where there are schools, and having speed restrictions 
put in place at certain times of the day are useful, but across a wide range of residential areas where it becomes 
more of a hindrance than a help and I fail to see the logic in it. Town, where there is more pedestrian traffic is 
good being a 30kph zone - but residential areas don't have that same level of foot traffic (the majority are driving 
in their cars!). 
 
As usual-appalling comms. 
 
I have noticed one or two roads with 40km speed limit but didn't know there was a policy to change them. 
I can see the proposed changes causing more problems as drivers get impatient with the lowered speed in 
streets that don't need it. I'm OK with the school zones. There is just no communication and even if there was 
would they listen? 
 
Look what happened about the public's views on the cycling stadium! 

 
The initial consultation and ideas were a fiasco. I consider the council to have wasted a considerable amount of 
ratepayers money on ill conceived plans. 



 
That the council need to advertise that they are changing the speed limits a month prior to the speed changing.. 
The Council in Hamilton need to lesson more to the people, I understand they are looking at this from a safety 
point of view on children but I dont see the need to chnage the limits when they are working well 
 
Change only works if people are aware and the changes are visible. For 30 and 40kph zones there should be 
chicanes and speed bumps. You have not done this properly to effect change of driver habit. The same streets 
are being used as race tracks because there is no effectual changes except for a sign or two. 
 
The road changes have not been published very well at all. 
 
they are trying to save money and here they are wasting money 
 
The council may communicate with the communities effected okay however I don't feel they took into account 
what the community wanted when they implemented some of the last changes. Listen to the people. 
 
It is ridiculous to lower the speed limit on say river road to 40kph. You can safely drive faster on this road. Also I 
had no idea we had speed limit of 40 kph other than in school zones when school starts and finishes which are 
clearly identified and I agree with I think better communication is required and pick correct streets to reduce 
speed. If slowing too many streets then I see this as an issue and drivers will become frustrated. By all means 
slow streets around schools but not ones that have little effect on children/elderly. 
 
Did not know about the changes till I did this survey! 
 
i can understand why they are doing it in some areas ( eg outside my house, school, park etc) but they need to 
explain why in others. 
I am a new person living in Hamilton. I am not hearing where the meetings are to discuss these matters. I would 
like a map to show me what streets in around Hamilton are being affected. And a map of schools which are often 
tucked away by an allyway.... where one can't see the actual school. Thank you 
 
These changes by HCC will result in a less efficient flow of traffic, more time spent in vehicles and on journeys 
and more freustration amongst motorists. HCC has not publicised any supporting statistics to prove there is a 
significant probelm with the current speed limit. Hamilton is a significant market town with a large economic base. 
It is not a holiday resort where slow or calmed traffic actually underpins primary economic activity - leisure. While 
HCC will no doubt argue there is no economic activty within the targeted areas this view is facile as the workers 
live in these areas and are impeded in there ability to get to and from work etc. This appears to be a typically 
poorly thought out internal officer based proposal with a predictable result of expensive administartion, eventual 
roll back and little or no accountability for the direct and indirect economic loss for the duration. 
 
This survey email is the first time I have become aware of the implemented changes and proposed further 
changes. 
 
I was unaware of the widespread proposed changes in Hamilton till now and consider it presumptious and OTT 
on the part of Council to do this. However I was aware that in areas around schools that the speed limit was to be 
reduced, which I support. 

 
I think this is just another publicity stunt for the Council to make it look as if they are doing something, but it is 
really just more of their practice of spending more money we don't have. It will take us many years to pay for all 
the stupid things they have done over the years. 
 
The process of changing maximum speeds in tne city while worthwhile, lacks publicity, communication and 
reasoned debate. Council should provide justification to change speed limits on city roads. Once speed limits 
have been changed, how do you police 500 streets . 
 
Seems to be an absolute overkill.. with a lets legislate mentality. No speed limit is an absolute, you drive to the 
conditions, if the road is narrow with lots of parked cars and hidden.bind spots you slow down. The HCC 
transport policy is abysmal, not integrated not planned, being designed to choke the city to death. 
 
Ridiculous overkill on Council's part. One official has been quoted as wanting to make streets safe enough for 
children to play cricket on them. How dumb is that? 
 
It is obvious to me that the Hamilton City Council is hellbent on reducing speed limits throughout the city. Its 
putative "surveys" have been outrageously slanted towards garnering approval for its mission. Council's 
communications include questions such as, "Do you want safer roads?", and unsubstantiated statements such 
as, "We have had an overwhelmingly positive response to our proposals". I also note that residents are given 
hardly any time at all to make suggestions. With regard to a road near my house, I was given less than a week to 



respond to Council's intention to lower the speed limit. What is more, there is hardly any traffic on the road, and in 
the fifteen years that I have lived in the area, I haven't heard of one accident occurring on it. All this smacks of 
cynical politics and is indicative of the relentless war that local authorities are waging on the hapless motorist. 
You are making the wrong roads slow. Streets by shopping centres such as Dinsdale, Silverdale and Chartwell 
are where traffic needs slowing down. Some residential streets appear never to have pedestrians and it seems 
pointless slowing traffic through them. And Morrinsville Road and Cambridge Road near Berkley and Hillcrest 
Primary Schools should not be 60kph. 
 
I got a speeding ticket for doing 55 mph which I would like to protest against, the council didnt in my opinon give 
much warning that those changes were happening and the particular bit of road at the time didnt have any 
visable signage sayng the speed limit was 40mph , it does now ! Very annoyed at these changes 
The Council should all stand down at the next election as none of them would have enough brains to run a corner 
Dairy 

 
this is the first I've heard about it which is disapointing to say the least. I'm sure the reasons behind the change 
are related to safetly but a little consultation never hurt... 
 
I am not aware of seeing anything about this issue in the media so that would suggest that the pr about it is 
inadequate no Lets remember that a sign saying its 40km doesnt mean that people will obey it. I live on Howell 
Avenue and its 40km. 
 
most mornings i have half of Cambridge traipsing through our street to short cut Cobham Drive. Thats more of an 
issue. 
 
Communication of this has been poor. Where I live I do not even know the speed limit - no signs. Signage in 
Gordonton Road very poor when you go over the hill towards Auckland. Roads such as Hukanui people continue 
to drive extremely fast, especially outside St. Pauls. No effort to reduce this! There is a speed limit camera/sign 
outside the school - it never works. 
 
There was absolutely no communication from the Hamilton City Council regarding these speed changes. It is 
very confusing as one street will have 40km speed limit and then an adjourning street will have normal speed 
limit. This is confusing for motorists. I would like to know the reason for the changes as none has been given. 
This is typical of this council who do not explain themselves but just go ahead. Concentrate on more important 
issues is my advice 

 
More advertising is required Letterbox drop Obviously people have been caught out, and there needs to be some 
sort of "leeway" for changes. Perhaps a warning first. 

 
I am not sure how they have decided which streets to change. Our street (St James Drive) is a racetrack for a lot 
of drivers and it is also a popular way for kids to walk to Rototuna Primary School as there is a walking bridge 
across the gully from St James Drive to Coleraine Drive, yet our street is not included in those they are looking at 
changing. 
 
Just keep the communication up with the community so that we ALL know what is happening. 

 
The council is very good at asking people for their opinions about proposed changes - they just don't listen when 
their ideas are rejected by the majority. As a resident in one of their 'trial areas', I've experienced first-hand how 
they fail to listen to the opinions of those whose lives they are disrupting, and failing to use common sense. In my 
experience, they go ahead and carry out their 'good ideas', at the ratepayers expense, and then have to fix up 
errors/issues later on (Casey Ave/Tamihana Ave courtesy crossing which has just been removed is a good 
example of this) - and the council seems have no idea how annoying, disruptive and at times down-right 
dangerous the 'traffic slowing measures' are along Casey Ave/Ranfurly Ave in regards to parking, visibility and 
accessibility. A lowered speed limit on residential streets where there are schools, and having speed restrictions 
put in place at certain times of the day are useful, but across a wide range of residential areas where it becomes 
more of a hindrance than a help and I fail to see the logic in it. Town, where there is more pedestrian traffic is 
good being a 30kph zone - but residential areas don't have that same level of foot traffic (the majority are driving 
in their cars!). 
 
As usual-appalling comms. 
 
I have noticed one or two roads with 40km speed limit but didn't know there was a policy to change them. 

 
I can see the proposed changes causing more problems as drivers get impatient with the lowered speed in 
streets that don't need it. I'm OK with the school zones. There is just no communication and even if there was 
would they listen? 



Look what happened about the public's views on the cycling stadium! 

 
The initial consultation and ideas were a fiasco. I consider the council to have wasted a considerable amount of 
ratepayers money on ill conceived plans. 
 
That the council need to advertise that they are changing the speed limits a month prior to the speed changing.. 

 
The Council in Hamilton need to lesson more to the people, I understand they are looking at this from a safety 
point of view on children but I dont see the need to chnage the limits when they are working well 
 
Many of the side streets off Endeavour Ave have changed to 40 km. Had no idea that this was happening until I 
saw the new signs. 
 
Change only works if people are aware and the changes are visible. For 30 and 40kph zones there should be 
chicanes and speed bumps. You have not done this properly to effect change of driver habit. The same streets 
are being used as race tracks because there is no effectual changes except for a sign or two. 

 
The road changes have not been published very well at all. 
 
they are trying to save money and here they are wasting money 

 
The council may communicate with the communities effected okay however I don't feel they took into account 
what the community wanted when they implemented some of the last changes. Listen to the people. 
 
It is ridiculous to lower the speed limit on say river road to 40kph. You can safely drive faster on this road. Also I 
had no idea we had speed limit of 40 kph other than in school zones when school starts and finishes which are 
clearly identified and I agree with I think better communication is required and pick correct streets to reduce 
speed. If slowing too many streets then I see this as an issue and drivers will become frustrated. By all means 
slow streets around schools but not ones that have little effect on children/elderly. 

 
Did not know about the changes till I did this survey! 
 
i can understand why they are doing it in some areas ( eg outside my house, school, park etc) but they need to 
explain why in others. 

 
I am a new person living in Hamilton. I am not hearing where the meetings are to discuss these matters. I would 
like a map to show me what streets in around Hamilton are being affected. And a map of schools which are often 
tucked away by an allyway.... where one can't see the actual school. Thank you 
 
These changes by HCC will result in a less efficient flow of traffic, more time spent in vehicles and on journeys 
and more freustration amongst motorists. HCC has not publicised any supporting statistics to prove there is a 
significant probelm with the current speed limit. Hamilton is a significant market town with a large economic base. 
It is not a holiday resort where slow or calmed traffic actually underpins primary economic activity - leisure. While 
HCC will no doubt argue there is no economic activty within the targeted areas this view is facile as the workers 
live in these areas and are impeded in there ability to get to and from work etc. This appears to be a typically 
poorly thought out internal officer based proposal with a predictable result of expensive administartion, eventual 
roll back and little or no accountability for the direct and indirect economic loss for the duration.This survey email 
is the first time I have become aware of the implemented changes and proposed further changes. 
 
I was unaware of the widespread proposed changes in Hamilton till now and consider it presumptious and OTT 
on the part of Council to do this. However I was aware that in areas around schools that the speed limit was to be 
reduced, which I support. 
 
I think this is just another publicity stunt for the Council to make it look as if they are doing something, but it is 
really just more of their practice of spending more money we don't have. It will take us many years to pay for all 
the stupid things they have done over the years. 
 
The process of changing maximum speeds in tne city while worthwhile, lacks publicity, communication and 
reasoned debate. Council should provide justification to change speed limits on city roads. Once speed limits 
have been changed, how do you police 500 streets . 
 
Seems to be an absolute overkill.. with a lets legislate mentality. No speed limit is an absolute, you drive to the 
conditions, if the road is narrow with lots of parked cars and hidden.bind spots you slow down. The HCC 
transport policy is abysmal, not integrated not planned, being designed to choke the city to death. 



 
Ridiculous overkill on Council's part. One official has been quoted as wanting to make streets safe enough for 
children to play cricket on them. How dumb is that? 
 
It is obvious to me that the Hamilton City Council is hellbent on reducing speed limits throughout the city. Its 
putative "surveys" have been outrageously slanted towards garnering approval for its mission. Council's 
communications include questions such as, "Do you want safer roads?", and unsubstantiated statements such 
as, "We have had an overwhelmingly positive response to our proposals". I also note that residents are given 
hardly any time at all to make suggestions. With regard to a road near my house, I was given less than a week to 
respond to Council's intention to lower the speed limit. What is more, there is hardly any traffic on the road, and in 
the fifteen years that I have lived in the area, I haven't heard of one accident occurring on it. All this smacks of 
cynical politics and is indicative of the relentless war that local authorities are waging on the hapless motorist. 
You are making the wrong roads slow. Streets by shopping centres such as Dinsdale, Silverdale and Chartwell 
are where traffic needs slowing down. Some residential streets appear never to have pedestrians and it seems 
pointless slowing traffic through them. And Morrinsville Road and Cambridge Road near Berkley and Hillcrest 
Primary Schools should not be 60kph. 
 
I got a speeding ticket for doing 55 mph which I would like to protest against, the council didnt in my opinon give 
much warning that those changes were happening and the particular bit of road at the time didnt have any 
visable signage sayng the speed limit was 40mph , it does now ! Very annoyed at these changes 
 
The Council should all stand down at the next election as none of them would have enough brains to run a corner 
Dairy 

 
this is the first I've heard about it which is disapointing to say the least. I'm sure the reasons behind the change 
are related to safetly but a little consultation never hurt... 

 
I am not aware of seeing anything about this issue in the media so that would suggest that the pr about it is 
inadequate no Lets remember that a sign saying its 40km doesnt mean that people will obey it. I live on Howell 
Avenue and its 40km. 
most mornings i have half of Cambridge traipsing through our street to short cut Cobham Drive. Thats more of an 
issue. 

 
Communication of this has been poor. Where I live I do not even know the speed limit - no signs. Signage in 
Gordonton Road very poor when you go over the hill towards Auckland. Roads such as Hukanui people continue 
to drive extremely fast, especially outside St. Pauls. No effort to reduce this! There is a speed limit camera/sign 
outside the school - it never works. 
 
There was absolutely no communication from the Hamilton City Council regarding these speed changes. It is 
very confusing as one street will have 40km speed limit and then an adjourning street will have normal speed 
limit. This is confusing for motorists. I would like to know the reason for the changes as none has been given. 
This is typical of this council who do not explain themselves but just go ahead. Concentrate on more important 
issues is my advice 
 
More advertising is required Letterbox drop Obviously people have been caught out, and there needs to be some 
sort of "leeway" for changes. Perhaps a warning first. 

 
 

3. CONFUSING SIGNAGE/LIMITS 

 
We have so many speed limits it is hard to tell which one I am in! We already had 60, 70, 80, 100, and 40 in 
school zones, now you are saying there will be 40 and even 30 as well! We have been told our street is changing, 
but I had no idea others already had, until I found a 40 in my travels. I would like to know the speed limit, couldn't 
we just stick to 50and 80? Or 40 and 80? Surely we can be smart enough to slow down in high risk areas without 
having to constantly look for speed signs and at our speedo. So my vote would be a streamlining of speed limits, 
so we know what we're doing, not having them all different. 
 
Locals may eventually get to grips with the new speed limits, but I fear that many visitors are in for a speeding 
ticket, due to Hamilton being so different than other urban areas. 
 
It is very confusing having so many different speed limits in the city. 30, 40, 50, 60, 70 and 80. Some of the signs 
are too close to corners/intersections that they are missed when drivers are busy dealing with traffic. There aren't 
enough signs to remind drivers of the speed limits, especially when they change so often. 
 



Several years ago the great revelation was that more uniformity in speed limits would be advantageous because 
it would be less confusing. Clearly there is no real science here. The bottle has been spun and speed gazetting 
has once again become the fun thing to waste the bloody ratepayers money on.  
 
With Hamilton busy streets it is difficult to notice the speed changes. I don't mind the speed changes but the 
signs and road markings need to be more noticeable. 
 
There are so many different speed limits now it is way over the top and confusing as to what we are supposed to 
be doing. I would be pretty pissed off if I got a ticket as the signage is poor and there are way too many variables  
We seem to be continually facing more and more controls with every-day on road use. The 50k speed limit in 
built up area's has been in place for ever!- so why are we now facing a 'slowing down' process while travelling 
when we are moving into an era of much faster life-styles, both on and off the job?? HCC roads are in general 
improving rapidly – so why choke traffic flows with ridiculously slow vehicle movements? Gary. 
 
The reason I ticked don't know the speed in my street is ...... It runs off Aberdeen Drive which is a new 40' so 
does that mean my street is 40 too or still 50.?? I feel that the 40 outside before and after school times was an 
excellent idea. I have lived in this area for the past 40 years and never had a speeding ticket until now. Come to 
think of it never ever seen a traffic cop or camera in Dinsdale road and would travel on it nearly everyday, go 
figure ! Does the Hamilton city council want us all to to drive like little old nannys!!i Nanny Mary :) 
 
The concept of changing the speed limit is flawed. The vehicles these days perform better, stop quicker and have 
better visibility. The real issue is driver education and the obeyance of the speed limit. By varying them all 
renders it too difficult to know what it should be and will result in only greater revenues for speed camera's 
Variable speed limits, confuse drivers. Reducing the speed limit leads to everyone becoming less attentive which 
will eventually negate any safety benefit, and probably lead to calls for further reduction in speed. Better policing 
of the 50km/hr limit is the better long term strategy. 
 
The streets that I travel on rarely have foot traffic on them, the signs already in place are to close to the street 
entry to be seen while you finish entering the street, going to be a trap for visitors to Hamilton who who are used 
to 50 k areas. 
 
Some streets should only be 40kmh, but it has to make sense. 40kmh on Wellington Street is rubbish, however 
having 50kmh for Darjon is too fast due to corners (visibilty) and road style. 
I am confused because I live in Goodall st which is of Aberdean drive which is 40km/ph but as there is no 
signage in my street I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE SPEED LIMIT IS.Is it part of the 40km/ph.I feel that this is more 
for revenue than road safety there was already a forty past Aberdean school and Frankton certain times. 
 
 
Having moved to Hamilton in May I find that there is a lack of speed limit signage. Due to the lack of signage I 
tend to travel at the same speed as other vehicles not knowing whether I am travelling under or over the speed 
limit. One such road is Boundary Road where most cars travel at 60km/h and I still don't know if that is the legal 
speed limit for that particular road. 
 
Either change all, or change none communication needs to definitely rise. There is little to no communication 
about which 500 streets are affected. 
There are so many speed changes in our city 80, 70, 60, 50 and 40. I never know what speed I am supposed to 
be doing on any particular road as I don't even need to turn a corner to have a speed change – totally confusing 
and definitely not well enough signposted. Many sign posts are hidden in trees, you really need to know where 
they are to be able to find them , it needs to be written on the road as well as a large sign with a warning sign 
several metres before the change of speed and a no parking area in front of each sign so they are visible. 
There are too many areas where the speed limit is unclear or not advertised. This needs to be changed as 
people are more likely to go to the higher speed than the lower. Also communication about the whereabouts of 
these speed limits should be publicised where people will be very likely to see it. 
 
Too many different speed limits that seem to be traps. 
 
Signage is the main issue. 
 
This is beaurocracy gone mad. The constant changing of speeds will confuse people. Many of the proposed 
streets are deserted for most of the day & present speeds are safe. A handful of inner city streets need reducing 
in speed but leave the rest alone. eg: Tramway Rd is now almost deserted since the ring-road opened. Reducing 
speed on it is ridiculous. 
 
A lot of street road need speed signs put in place. My street is a main road "Queens Avenue" and people speed a 
lot down the road, which I think is unsafe for the neighborhood, pulling out of your driveways and for children. 
there are many people that are in a hurry,the changes will help older people feel safe on the roads. Thanks 



I do not get a local newspaper and have received no notification of speed limit changes. As a Father of 3 now 
teenage children, a lower speed limit when they were younger would have made little or no difference. The 
council would be much better off enforcing the current 50km limit than reducing it to 40km 
 
If new speed limits are imposed then there should be lots of supplementary reminders of the speed limit along the 
road. e.g. small reflectorized reminder stickers on poles, kerb edges etc. How outsiders to the city will be able to 
keep within new limits in contradiction to the established 50 limits in most urban areas has not been thought 
about. 
 
Change to 40 may be of benefit to safer streets but where are the 30 k going to be. Could end up very confusing 
with three different levels of speed and how effective is the signage going to be. 
 
Too many different speeds is confusing to motorists...how bout 100 on highways and 50 in metro areas, not this 
30, 40, 50 rubbish Too much variation!!! Roads downhill e.g. Dinsdale Rd., too easy to go over speed limit. Feel 
we need two speeds..30 and 50 the way it is now is just a nightmare, and in my opinion not adding to the safety 
factor. 
 
A lot of the main roads in Hamilton are not sign posted well and I have no idea what the speed limit is. Other 
times, it should be 60KM/H but it's only 50. 
 
Hamilton has several streets with many speed changes . One near our home changes five times from 80km to 
60km. 
 
Consultation with the wider community is always needed. I have noticed some ambiguity with some of the 
signage already in place! 
 
I have been studying away from Hamilton and this is the first I've heard of the changes. From reading about them 
now, it appears extremely confusing and I am concerned that people like myself who are not familiar with them 
will find it difficult. The confusion is because there appears to be so many different speed limits and, from looking 
at the streets concerned, I can't see any pattern or reason for certain speed limits for certain streets. So, bearing 
in mind that I haven't had any previous information about it, the changes seem quite ridiculous and it seems 
scary driving in Hamilton now. The problem is the inconsistency. 
 
Speed limits on roads are badly signed or not signed at all which is confusing. The majority of drivers seem to 
ignore speed limits anyway perhaps because they are confused! 
 
Little publicity and very confusing with all the different speed limits. You are always looking out for change of 
speed limit signs , and so not concentrating on other features of your driving. Money would be better spent on 
educating children about road rule and road safety- like other things at present the children are being 
overprotected and not learning how to deal with situations they are in. 
 
Lack of signage in my area when first changed to 40km made it difficult to know where it stopped and started. 
Spend more time watching the speedo than the road. 
 
There are plenty of hazards to be looking out for when driving. It can be difficult to always be looking out for 
speed indications. It is better to have consistent speed limits. Where it varies, sometimes I find it difficult to know 
what the speed limit is in an area in which I am driving or whether a speed limit has changed back to the 
expected speed after a hazard. 
 
It is very confusing having different limits. There should be a speed radar sign in new streets for a while. 
 
There are too many inconsistencies travelling between areas where speed signs change. This causes drivers to 
focus more on constantly adjusting speed than more crucial driving tasks like hazard identification and 
navigation. The only place for reduced speed zones should be outside schools or high pedestrian traffic areas. 
 
Seems crazy to change them when everyone knows the speed limit is 50km with the exception of school areas. 
The changing of the roads is annoying and confusing. 
 
I live in Ham East and it was really hard to remember the 40 k zones when I often used the side streets to avoid 
lights etc It's taken a while but I am staying in 2nd gear to stop speeding! I think people should get at least ONE 
warning before being ticketed as it's hard to get used to the changes. I feel sorry for those pinged with speed 
cameras recently. 
 
Also there are not enough speed signs around. It's confusing driving through suburbs and not knowing whether 
the speed limit has changed or not. 
 
Cannot understand the council's thinking in these changes - they are totally unnecessary. Council needs to stop 



spending money on silly little islands/planting etc e.g. Casey Avenue, causing chaos for buses etc negotiating the 
narrow curving remaining roadway. Also a total waste of money to add to existing city debt. All unbelievable!!! 
Roads that have been changed show no obvious reason for the change. It is confusing for a motorist to be 
watching traffic and have speed signs continually changing. All roads look the same, but the speed range is from 
30 to 50. Why are certain roads being given different speed levels? Also the signs outside schools are often left 
on beyond the time stated. This does not help motorists who are trying to do the right thing. 
 
Increase the speed on the inner city arterial routes from 50 to 60 km/h. These also include Hukanui road, Thomas 
Rd, River road, etc (excluding school zones and places where conditions make it unsafe) reducing speed limits 
will help for sure i live on fifth avenue Enderley but crossing the road to go to the shops there is no any zebra 
crossing for families or kids who to contact to consider please thanks for your time. 
 
30/40 speed limit signs should be made bigger and in plan view 
 
The councill has wasted enough money putting in chicanes and planting trees all over the roads making victoria 
streetcar unfriendly driving people out to the non tax and rate paying bass,Their next step will be to go back to 
havingsomeone walk infront of the horseless carridge with a red flag 
 
I think changing the speed limit on different roads is very confusing - in my opinion it would be better to have the 
speed limit at 50 km but not have the '10km' leeway 
 
Very confusing inadequate signage. They would make roads safer by working on red light runners. different 
speeds very confusing. and signage poor. people will be more concerned about speed and looking for signs than 
giving attention to road conditions and other users. Do not support this change at all. Bureaucracy gone mad yet 
again. driver environment awareness is important, but pedestrians also need to be alert to the dangers of 
crossing roads - it is too easy to blame 'others' for events that you can prevent. A common problem is cellphone 
use by pedestrians, as with car drivers they too also switch off to the surrounding environment, especially when 
crossing roads.  No public consultation was had about where and why changes had been made. Much of 
Hamiltons arterial roads are also residential and slowing down the speed limit has adverse effects on commercial 
as well as private vehicles. 
 
The roads are just as dangerous at 40 kph as they are at 50 kph so why change it only to confuse the motorists. 
 
there are not enough signs up in the Dinsdale Road for the change to 40km per hour, I can enter that road 
through various side roads that connect and there is NO WAY to know that the speed is fourty. ONLY at the top 
or bottom of the road... please change that since I will be really upset if people are fined for going over the speed 
because the DID NOT KNOW.. I actually avoid that road right now. 
 
I think it is difficult having roads with different speed limts in subrubs and that we should only do this if necessary. 
 
Drivers make a judgement on speed and as per the road code should drive to the conditions, ie. if lots of cars 
parked you drive slower to watch for children and only do 50 km/hr if you have clear visibility to ensure you are 
driving safely. 
 
With the new loop rides and 80km/hr highways to suddenly be in a 40km/hr zone is a big change. Our roading 
system needs to have some flow as well as drivers slowing down. Finally education of drivers to make good 
judgement calls has to also be part of the solution as drivers choose their speed ultimately, even while guided by 
speed limits. 
 
Markings and Notification quite poor in places 
 
I have no idea what the speed limits are any more, I still think of them as being 60 kmph everywhere in town, 
except past schools. Its too confusing to have multiple speed limits, KISS (Keep It Simple Stupid). 
Changing the speed is not working in our area. They have put 1 40km sign at the start of the road and no more 
that I 
 
have seen till you get 2 streets away. Most drivers are still going 50kms as we have no schools in our street not 
sure why speed limit was lowered. 
 
I drive down Dinsdale Road every day and consider the change from 50 to 40kph is rediculous - The road has 2 
major slopes, 4 roads adjoining Dinsdale Road and no school on this road - why was the reduction made - 
insufficient signage - there are 4 roads off Dinsdale Road and there is no signage to show that Dinsdale Road in 
40kph. Need to return this to 50kph 
 
THERE WILL BE THAT MANY DIFFERENT SPEED ZONES EVERYBODY WILL JUST GET CONFUSED AND 
IGNORE THEM AND RAVEL AT 50KM PER HOUR. LEAVE THE SPEED ZONES AT 50 ALL OVER TOWN. 



We had the speed limit in our area changed to 40km. It has made absolutely no difference and we still get the 
same amount of traffic using Howell Ave as a short cut to S.H. 1. It is also really really annoying to be moving 
from one speed limit to another in the matter of minutes. I am all for keeping kids safe, (I have 2) but the money 
would be better spent, trying to stop the very dangerous red light runners I see every single day in Hamilton, and 
educating the 50% of the population that can't indicate properly at roundabouts!! 
 
Please make it obvious what the speed limit is in an area rather than fining people who aren't aware of the 
changes. 
 
this can only increase confusion by having so many spped dif speed limits and is totally unnecessary. In australia 
speed limits in town are 60 kms and good signage around schools for 40km limits during set times of the day. I 
think they should be adapting this. They are so wrong and wasteful of our rates money but whats new with our 
stupid council People who speed, already ignore speed limits. They will not stop doing so because the speed 
limits were lowered. 
 
Actually I think all the differentiated speed limits from one street to the next just create confusion. I think that all 
streets in the city limit should be decreased to 40km/hr and leave it at that. 
 
More changes=more confusion=more accidents 
 
Seems crazy to change them when everyone knows the speed limit is 50km with the exception of school areas. 
 
The changing of the roads is annoying and confusing. 
 
I live in Ham East and it was really hard to remember the 40 k zones when I often used the side streets to avoid 
lights etc It's taken a while but I am staying in 2nd gear to stop speeding! I think people should get at least ONE 
warning before being ticketed as it's hard to get used to the changes. I feel sorry for those pinged with speed 
cameras recently. 
 
Also there are not enough speed signs around. It's confusing driving through suburbs and not knowing whether 
the speed limit has changed or not. 
 
Cannot understand the council's thinking in these changes - they are totally unnecessary. Council needs to stop 
spending money on silly little islands/planting etc e.g. Casey Avenue, causing chaos for buses etc negotiating the 
narrow curving remaining roadway. Also a total waste of money to add to existing city debt. All unbelievable!!! 
Roads that have been changed show no obvious reason for the change. It is confusing for a motorist to be 
watching traffic and have speed signs continually changing. All roads look the same, but the speed range is from 
30 to 50. Why are certain roads being given different speed levels? Also the signs outside schools are often left 
on beyond the time stated. This does not help motorists who are trying to do the right thing. 
Increase the speed on the inner city arterial routes from 50 to 60 km/h. These also include Hukanui road, Thomas 
Rd, River road, etc (excluding school zones and places where conditions make it unsafe) reducing speed limits 
will help for sure i live on fifth avenue Enderley but crossing the road to go to the shops there is no any zebra 
crossing for families or kids who to contact to consider please thanks for your time. 
 
30/40 speed limit signs should be made bigger and in plan view 
 
The councill has wasted enough money putting in chicanes and planting trees all over the roads making victoria 
streetcar unfriendly driving people out to the non tax and rate paying bass,Their next step will be to go back to 
havingsomeone walk infront of the horseless carridge with a red flag 
 
I think changing the speed limit on different roads is very confusing - in my opinion it would be better to have the 
speed limit at 50 km but not have the '10km' leeway 
 
Very confusing inadequate signage. They would make roads safer by working on red light runners. different 
speeds very confusing. and signage poor. people will be more concerned about speed and looking for signs than 
giving attention to road conditions and other users. Do not support this change at all. Bureaucracy gone mad yet 
again. driver environment awareness is important, but pedestrians also need to be alert to the dangers of 
crossing roads - it is too easy to blame 'others' for events that you can prevent. A common problem is cellphone 
use by pedestrians, as with car drivers they too also switch off to the surrounding environment, especially when 
crossing roads.  No public consultation was had about where and why changes had been made. Much of 
Hamiltons arterial roads are also residential and slowing down the speed limit has adverse effects on commercial 
as well as private vehicles. 
 
The roads are just as dangerous at 40 kph as they are at 50 kph so why change it only to confuse the motorists. 
there are not enough signs up in the Dinsdale Road for the change to 40km per hour, I can enter that road 
through various side roads that connect and there is NO WAY to know that the speed is fourty. ONLY at the top 



or bottom of the road... please change that since I will be really upset if people are fined for going over the speed 
because the DID NOT KNOW.. I actually avoid that road right now. 
 
I think it is difficult having roads with different speed limts in subrubs and that we should only do this if necessary. 
Drivers make a judgement on speed and as per the road code should drive to the conditions, ie. if lots of cars 
parked you drive slower to watch for children and only do 50 km/hr if you have clear visibility to ensure you are 
driving safely. 
 
Markings and Notification quite poor in places 
 
I have no idea what the speed limits are any more, I still think of them as being 60 kmph everywhere in town, 
except past schools. Its too confusing to have multiple speed limits, KISS (Keep It Simple Stupid). 
 
Changing the speed is not working in our area. They have put 1 40km sign at the start of the road and no more 
that I 
have seen till you get 2 streets away. Most drivers are still going 50kms as we have no schools in our street not 
sure why speed limit was lowered. 
 
I drive down Dinsdale Road every day and consider the change from 50 to 40kph is rediculous - The road has 2 
major slopes, 4 roads adjoining Dinsdale Road and no school on this road - why was the reduction made - 
insufficient signage - there are 4 roads off Dinsdale Road and there is no signage to show that Dinsdale Road in 
40kph. Need to return this to 50kph 
 
THERE WILL BE THAT MANY DIFFERENT SPEED ZONES EVERYBODY WILL JUST GET CONFUSED AND 
IGNORE THEM AND RAVEL AT 50KM PER HOUR. LEAVE THE SPEED ZONES AT 50 ALL OVER TOWN. 
 
We had the speed limit in our area changed to 40km. It has made absolutely no difference and we still get the 
same amount of traffic using Howell Ave as a short cut to S.H. 1. It is also really really annoying to be moving 
from one speed limit to another in the matter of minutes. I am all for keeping kids safe, (I have 2) but the money 
would be better spent, trying to stop the very dangerous red light runners I see every single day in Hamilton, and 
educating the 50% of the population that can't indicate properly at roundabouts!! 
 
Please make it obvious what the speed limit is in an area rather than fining people who aren't aware of the 
changes. 
this can only increase confusion by having so many spped dif speed limits and is totally unnecessary. In australia 
speed limits in town are 60 kms and good signage around schools for 40km limits during set times of the day. I 
think they should be adapting this. They are so wrong and wasteful of our rates money but whats new with our 
stupid council People who speed, already ignore speed limits. They will not stop doing so because the speed 
limits were lowered. 
 
Actually I think all the differentiated speed limits from one street to the next just create confusion. I think that all 
streets in the city limit should be decreased to 40km/hr and leave it at that. 
More changes=more confusion=more accidents 
 

4. SUPPORT 40 Km/h IN SCHOOL ZONES BUT NOT EVERYWHERE 

 
Not all roads need speed limit changes, just the ones around schools, or in high areas of younger children 
There should have been another option in the previous question - I am very happy for the speed limit 
outside/near schools preschools parks etc to be reduced to 40 kms. I live in a cul de sac speeding is not an 
issue. The lower speed restrictions will have a big impact on the viability and service levels of many businesses 
eg couriers, buses, taxis, maintenance and repair contractors. Also as far as I am aware the accident statistics do 
not support the changes being rolled out as most pedestrian/cyclist injuries have happened on roading corridors 
where the proposal is to increase the speed limit to 60 km so the injuries would be worse!! 
 
Residential areas with young children and elderly residents may favour the reduction to 40km on their streets. 
Having a 40 kph outside schools at peak times is fair enough, I would normally slow down anyway. Changing 
other roads is ridiculous, i drive during non peak times and I almost never see a pedestrian or child. I have just 
been fined $120 on a near deserted road wide enough for 6 cars and with no driveways or side roads. The police 
will have a ball!!! 
 
Personly i think 50 in a built up area, should stay the same, but agree with 40 round school time's 
I think it makes sense to reduce your speed along streets where more kids are likely to be, even if it's just at peak 
times (ie, pick-up and drop-off times). The lighting on the signs helps with the reminder too. Thanks 
 
We would prefer to stick to 50ks with 40 around all schools 

 



Recommend 40km around schools only  
 
Understand low speed limit around schools, when kids are walking to and from school, and during school hours, 
but a bit excessive to have speed limit in place when kids are definitely not around. 
 
40km/h outside schools yes but too many other speed limits is confusing inside the city limits. On quiet residential 
streets where there is less traffic why? Concentrate on keeping people to the speed limit & concentrate on the 
hotspots where there is accidents. As a ratepayer I don't want to pay for heaps of signage & upkeep, it just 
clutters the streetscape  
 
Agree with having 40kph in school zones. Could include other areas with things like hospitals or kindergartens.  
Not sure I want to see it everywhere though. Some of the wider less built up roads require the flow that 50kph 
provides. 
 
They have recently changed the speed limit to 40 in a street near where I live, there is a school in that street but 
they have made the changes to a kilometer of the street. It is not a narrow street and there are wide footpaths on 
either side.I could understand lowering the speed limit outside the school, but the whole street is over-kill. 
 
I agree that some areas such as Hamilton East need safer areas of 40kmph, but to make this change on all 
residential streets is ludicrous. Main arteries even in residential areas need to remain at 50kmph so as not to 
cause more traffic congestion as Hamilton grows to accommodate more residents. 
 
I think only cul de sacs should have speed limits lower than 50 km per hour. These are the streets that children 
play in. 
 
I think that the streets that have schools in them need to all be 40kmph. I would need an indication of which 
streets and why before I would agree with 30kmph.... I disnt realise until this weeknd that the stretch of road from 
Crosby to Ruakura rd was 80kmph. I thought it was 100kmph....I can’t recall any 80kmph signs being clearly 
displayed for those coming along Powells Rd from Tramway.... Thanks 
 
yes 40km around all schools - not needed elsewhere. 
 
Have no problem with lowering the Speed limit around schools. Any other type of speed reduction should only be 
done after the City has a complete ring road system around the central and outer City. This is so you don't get 
bogged down trying to get through or around the City as present. 
 
There are some streets that need the speeds lowered particularly where the young ones put their foot down as 
does happen in my street but not generally is my opinion If you turn into some streets there is no notice 
Too many changes lead to confusion and do not as a whole slow traffic down. I am happy with having speed 
restrictions outside schools before and after schools 
 
30 k/h is only appropriate in a very small number of streets 
 
Totally understand to drop it around schools. 
 
If they are aiming to slow down the 'R at Runs' ok but not every street. 
 
I agree with the change in limit where we live because of our proximity to a school, but the ONLY notification / 
consultation we got was a SINGLE letter several months prior to it changing! 
 
Certainly areas around schools should be 40 Km/hr. Other residential areas have effectively reduced the speed 
of traffic by putting in speed bumps and taking out straight runs without reducing the overall speed of the road. I 
think it is more confusing to people (and thus more dangerous) to have multiple speed zones especially in 
unfamiliar areas. It annoys everyone. 
 
With the exception of schools it will be too confusing to change and a nightmare to police 
 
There are only a handful of roads in Hamilton where the 50km limit is nonsense - my street is one of them as it is 
very short and a dead end - therefore no one should get up to 50km. I agree with reducing the speed outside 
schools at key times, but otherwise I think speed bumps on "through streets" are the way to go - not a speed limit 
change. Sounds like a way to make more money out of speeding tickets to me. This survey does not ask the right 
questions and therefore the answers given give the opinion that I agree with the strategy. I don't. 
 
Need less speed zones; clearer marking; remove variable speed limits outside schools - make them 40km/h at all 
times instead low speed zone at schools is ok, but just random around certain neighbourhoods is ridiculous. 
 



I agree that around schools kindy's and chilcare facilities there needs to be a slower speed but not in every 
street. 
 
No need to fix something that wasn't broken. The only place that should have lower speeds(40km/hr) is outside 
schools which I support. Otherwise all city streets should remain at 50km/hr. 
 
50 kph is appropriate on most Hamilton streets/roads other than around schools and no exit/ caldersac streets. 
Regarding other roading issues. Why do we have red arrows for turning right at intersections. In most cases I can 
see if there is traffic coming towards me so should have right of way if no oncoming traffic. At least have these 
disabled during off-peak hours. 
 
Definitely don't make speed limit 30km. Outside schools during peak school hours speeds should be reduced.  
 
But they need to have consistency between all residential area's as its hard to remember where what speed is 
what (yes there are sign posts but it would be easier all the same speed limit!) 
 
Too many anomalies like this. 40 km around schools etc is fine but definitely ridiculous to extend this too far. 
 
Very poor communication about the changes to the speed limits, the council is going overboard with the amount 
of streets it is changing the speed limits on. I can understand outside schools at school time but some of the 
streets listed on the list are nowhere near a school. How is this going to be policed? 
 
Lowering these limits leads to confusion - esp with out-of-town visitors. With the exception of school zones - I 
believe it leads to impatient idiotic behaviour I dont recall being surveyed by HCC on ANY of these changes. 
'Safer Speed Zone' is misleading. It seems like a suggestion when it's busy, schools out etc. Not the speed limit. 
I understand a slower speed around schools, but on normal roads I think 50kph is fine. 
 
Lower limits on school streets and a small number of others where large numbers of school age pedestrians. 
I agree with having a lower speed outside schools, but elsewhere should stay as is. 
 
I support lower speed limits where there can be a large amount of kids, like outside schools and parks with large 
playgrounds, but slowing down main highways & routes, is not ok. 
 
Lower in school zones and high pedestrian areas eg shopping area of ham east - otherwise I think 50 is fine – 
driving urban streets you are on the lookout for so many things and continually changing speed zones will just be 
confusing and distracting. 
 
School zones are understandable however my street is nowhere near a school, park or has small children 
running up and down I see no need for the speed to be lower than the standard 50, I don't see why it would ever 
need to be 30! how do you expect people to get anywhere at such a low rate you'd have more people trespassing 
the law because they were frustrated rather than the law being rational. 
 
All roads are marked with a school zone if there is a school, not all are visible eg the one on the corner of Clyde 
Street faces at an angle presumably so all four roads can see it at the same time - when in fact none of them can 
see it clearly. The school zone sign should be flashing to catch attention as often large vehicles are parked in 
front of them and they are not visible. 
 
speed limit around schools is very good but not all the roads the council are thinking if they are going to change 
why don't they tell US. PR would be great !!! 
 
Reduced speed around schools is fine (as long as the signs work properly), but reducing the speed on seemingly 
random streets is annoying and frustrating. 30 km/ is way too slow for usual motoring. 
 
Speed is 40ks pass schools is all OK. 
 
There are some places that justify a lower limit eg near schools. I understand many more accidents occur on 
busy roads with higher speed limits. 
 
The changes should apply to a very few high risk areas such as school zones and the like. No doubt the by law is 
legal but I do not think that the police will be enforcing them much if spread all around the town. The words safer 
speed zones are confusing as they could be considered optional rather than mandatory. 
 
Should be changing speed around schools, cbd and residentual streets where there is a high traffic flow only. 
I believe 30ks is far to slow to have as a speed limit. I am happy with 40k zones around areas near schools 
during key periods. However, the roads near me that are now 40ks do not need to be. They have very little foot 
traffic and it just slows the traffic down too much. 
 



Agree speed limits outside schools should be reduced during school hours. Disagree speed reductions generally 
as vehicles are more technologically advanced than those of the years the speeds were originally introduced. I 
can’t help but feel the $$ spent could have been better used -i.e. more visible and enforceable limits outside 
schools. 
 
I think the 40km speed limit outside schools at the start and finish of the school day (as happens now) works well 
and people respect it. At other times on most suburban streets it makes no sense and will frustrate normally 
careful drivers. 
 
Had no idea of the plan to convert residential sts to 40km. Have noticed lots of school sts changed and support 
this The rules outside schools for traffic has already changed I see no reason for lots of other changes. 
It is bad enough to have to slow down to 40 or 30kph. Cars these days are not built to travel that slow. I agree 
with the speed limit around schools to be changed to 40kph but not most streets of Hamilton. 
 
It is time for parents to teach their children the road rules and how to be safe on and around our roads.  
Everything is being done to take the onus of the pedestrian and make it the drivers total responsibility for safety 
Wake up councils kids will not learn unless they are fully made aware of the dangers when near a road stop 
wrapping everything in cotton wool . All these changes do not seem to stop the deaths it just makes people take 
everything for granted that it is always the drivers fault when children are hurt on the road . It is their lack of 
awareness and lack of responsibility which results in children running out on the road where there is no adult 
supervision. 
 
These people who are complaining about the changes need to pull their heads out of the sand and look and the 
posted speed signs. They are obviously not following the road code if they didn't notice all the signs that have 
been put up and where caught doing 50 in a 40 zone. I think it is great, we have 3 young children and I am happy 
with the changes the council has implemented. NZ drivers are very aggressive, we lived in Canada for 10 years 
and 30 is the posted speed limit outside schools and parks, and people there obey the limits. Here our roads are 
more like race tracks. I fell limits around schools should be lower than what they are and agree with 30. Maybe 
the council should refer more people to read the nzta website and refer them to the safer roads document, then 
they would understand why it is being done. 
 
Even had some people at the local mall tying to have the limit increased back to 50 on Dindsdale Rd. The reason 
my kids don't walk to school is because they have to cross that road, now that it is 40 I will give it some 
consideration but still don't trust New Zealand drivers. if you want to do 50, use a road that has 50 as the speed 
limit, there is a reason they lowered the limit to 40, its residential!!! 
 
I support lower speed zones around schools, so long as the electronic sign is only on during specified hours. 
River Road should be 60km/hr. 
 
We made a submission before our area changed, never saw a response or advertising until suddenly the signs 
appeared. We have 2 schools nearby, people are confused if they are slowing for the schools, and if so, this is 
only at certain times of the day. Every day I have vehicles suddenly appearing behind me, obviously exceeding 
40kmh, while I brake to maintain the new limit down the hills. It appears our council continue to make decisions 
(roading and fluoride) even though the general public oppose them. 
 
I support reducing the speed around schools and kindergartens as it is now (i.e. school hours), or possibly even 
permanently. I strongly oppose reducing the speed in residential areas and think the council need to look into 
other traffic calming measures for streets that have problems. Living Streets is a good place to start (they don't 
just have to use islands and judder bars). 
 
This is total "overkill" and carries a severe risk of widespread flouting of the limits and disdain for being idealistic 
and impractical goals. It is far more important to monitor such limits around schools etc. and enforce severe 
penalties for breaking the law. 
 
It isn't necessary to lower the speed limits on any more roads. There are already 40 k/h limits outside schools 
before and after school. Making the speed limit 30/40 k/h all over the city is totally unnecessary. Stop wasting the 
ratepayers money! 
 
40km/h will be frustratingly slow. The 50km/h is already good. Most of the time, the 40km/h are in areas where 
there are many hazards or around schools. Danger only occur during peak times. 
I agree with reducing the speed limit outside schools, and places where ther e are alot of people/children. I think 
that 30 km is too slow to be realistic. 
 
I agree changing speed limit to 40kph near schools but certainly not all roads. Those who want to speed will 
speed regardless of the speed limit. Any lower to 30kph would be an infringement into drivers' rights - Council 
could be covertly trying to ask us to walk! Councilllors should not abuse their powers as they have done with the 
fluoride issue. 



 
I see nothing wrong with lower speeds around schools etc and possibly through town but on the rest of the roads 
I do not think it is needed. I regularly respond to the local fire station in emergencies and this is means that it will 
take longer for us to reach the people in need. Sure, the trucks can go a bit faster but when we are in our cars 
responding to the station we have to stick to the speed limit. I know this applies for areas other than the fire 
brigade too. 
 
I strongly support a speed limit of 40kph within 400m of schools. I strongly oppose reducing the speed limit 
anywhere else. 
 
rather than just reduce speeds, they should spend more time addressing the root causes why some roads are 
seen as dangerous probably indicated by comments. Communication has been poor, signage has been poor an 
don't take into account all the roads leading to the restricted areas. There is often no logic - seems just where 
people make the loudest complaints. Some roads have no unusual features where further restrictions might be 
more reasonable - eg around shopping areas. Restrictions around schools is fine, 
 
Streets are primarily for cars to drive down and we all need to drive to the conditions, obviously. So 40km outside 
schools is a good idea. But there is absolutely NO good reason to reduce all Hamilton streets to 40km. It will 
destroy the easy flow of traffic, cause frustration and accidents and HUGELY increase the pot of money collected 
in speeding fines - which I may be forgiven for suspecting is the main incentive for the whole exercise! It is just 
utter madness when you see the roads that have been affected so far - no need at all to reduce the speed unless 
fining almost every single car that drives down the road is the purpose of the exercise! If it ain't broke - no need to 
fix it! Leave the speed limits alone! Stop this utter madness! 
 
I support lowering the maximum speed limit to 40kph outside schools. Apart from any special cases, such as 
schools etc, I would like to see the current speed limits in and around Hamilton left as they are with the various 
authorities educating motorists about speed limits. Motorists need to be made aware that speed limits are just 
that. They are the maximum speeds at which you can safely travel.  
 
The national speed limit is 50kmph in built up areas, people should comply with this. Having school areas that are 
40kmph for specific time periods is a better idea. 
 
The hospital area could be 30 but way better sign posted and road marked. Keep Wairere drive 80k please. I like 
the road marked speed limits they better than signs 
 
I support lower speed limits in high pedestrian areas like schools, narrow streets with many parked cars, 
shopping areas etc but in Ham East there are very few 'feeder roads' that have remained at 50 and ALL the rest 
have gone to 40. 
 
Please think about the speed limit around main rds who have schools on them too 
 
I agree that in high risk areas such as school zones or densely populated zones, the speed limit should be 
lowered for a generally safer environment. However, I disagree that most or all local roads should be reduced. 
50km/h is more than sufficient for safe driving. Realistically, harm is not caused by drivers staying within the 
50km/h speed limit - it is those whom exceed this limit that have a negative effect. Drivers who speed will always 
speed. A lower limit will not change this. It merely inconveniences safe, law abiding road users. 
 
Am ok with speed restrictions around schools at the times children are going to or leaving school, ie 40 km 
between 0800 and 0930 hrs and again at 1400 and 1600 hrs, otherwise leave the 50 km speed limit alone but 
enforce it! There does not appear to be any evidence that reducing speed limits to 40 km will save lives. 
 
I believe that the present 50 kph speed limit serves everyone very well.The present 40 kph outside schools needs 
to be enforced better. Taxis, buses ,courier drivers etc will be affected significantly and this could mean price 
increases. It’s all about collecting money,the council should ask the citizens of Hamilton what do they want not 
make these decisions which affect its citizens. 
 
I don't mind around the schools but anywhere else is over kill in my mind 
 
I see them as I cross the road to School .Thank You 
 
I do not mind changes around the school areas. 
 
40km school zones need to be policed as most drivers still do 50-60km in these areas :( 
 
More policing of the 40km roads we live opposite a school and kindy and no one does 40 km unless they see a 
police car in the street which is not too often. Once people get fined they will change their driving habits around 
40 km areas They would have to have speed cameras in every street to make a difference and I really don't know 



why they want to change - it's up to parents to look after their children when they are out on the streets if that is 
the reason The council changed the speed limit in my street to 40kph some time ago and I was unaware of it , 
there seemed to be no publicity about it and one would barely do 50 in the street its seems to be a waste of time, 
speed humps would stlow traffic down much easier, as usual in our city council its someone little dream 
 
I feel the proposed 40kph changes in certain areas are a good idea. Unfortunately however it’s the motorists that 
continue at over 60kph that are the problem and no amount of signage and debate will change that fact. In my 
view Police presence and ACTION may slowly begin to reduce the problem 
 
Speed restrictions close to schools are the most important 
 
I think the 40 kmh rule works well outside a school. other than that 50 kmh per hour is good and on some roads 
60kmh is appropriate. 
 
We already have slow speed signs by our schools which is great but would extend these from 8.00am to 9.30 
and again from 2.30 to 4pm. It is very very confusing when turning from one street to another to know what speed 
you are meant to be going the signage is appalling, and not very clear. Should have put it on the road not just a 
sign 3 meters after the corner. Also think of our visitors. They do not know what they should be travelling. I go to 
Australia often and there the speed limit is 60 but by the schooling areas it is 40 from 8.00am till 4.00pm and 
everyone know what they are expected to travel. Get rid of these 40 and 30 speed limits in the residential streets 
just a waste of time and out money 
 
The 40 kM should only be applied to residential streets that are not part of a Thoroughfare. Where a school is on 
a main route the 40km should be applied as currently with it only applying from 8-9am and 3-4pm. 
If it was the same speed limit throughout the city it would be far less confusing 
 
Streets are for moving vehicles efficiently and smoothly. They are not designed for pedestrian use, nor should it 
be encouraged. I agree with the median islands installed near intersections in the middle, where crossing 
pedestrians can stand and be protected from vehicles while crossing, but 40 km speed limits are far too slow. I 
also agree with a 40 km limit in 'school zones' during peak time, where children are concentrated at specific 
times, but I know of no incidents of pedestrian injury at any other time, and nothing attributable to a 50 km limit 
that is standard throughout the country. 
 
the more of these restrictions that are put in the more people ignore them. there should only be restricted limits 
on roads next to schools like they have overseas. limiting so many streets speed limits only causes more traffic 
congestion. more work should be put into traffic education for parents and children. A child can be killed when hit 
by a car going any speed limit, are we all to ride bikes! 

 
Since when is it more important for children to play on streets? You drive to the conditions. The Council has far 
more important things to worry about with our ratepayers funding especially the disaster with Garden Place - it is 
becoming more unsafe to walk across daily 
 
There is a limit to what legislation can achieve and both pedestrians and drivers need to be vigilant. I think the 
40km zones by schools are really good especially with those signs to show when school is on. Making all 
residential roads 40km is overdoing it. 
 
Yes I do. I think it’s all about revenue and if they were really concerned about speed limits near schools they 
should put a speed bump just before the zone. To alert the public. And yes i hate speed bumps. But agree drivers 
near schools zone areas need to decrease their speed. 
 
I agree to limit of 40 km/hr near schools and childcare facilities only. 
 
The national speed limit is 50kmph in built up areas, people should comply with this. Having school areas that are 
40kmph for specific time periods is a better idea. 

 
The hospital area could be 30 but way better sign posted and road marked. Keep Wairere drive 80k please. I like 
the road marked speed limits they better than signs 

 
I support lower speed limits in high pedestrian areas like schools, narrow streets with many parked cars, 
shopping areas etc but in Ham East there are very few 'feeder roads' that have remained at 50 and ALL the rest 
have gone to 40. 

 
Please think about the speed limit around main rds who have schools on them too 

 



I agree that in high risk areas such as school zones or densely populated zones, the speed limit should be 
lowered for a generally safer environment. However, I disagree that most or all local roads should be reduced. 
50km/h is more than sufficient for safe driving. Realistically, harm is not caused by drivers staying within the 
50km/h speed limit - it is thosewhom exceed this limit that have a negative effect. Drivers who speed will always 
speed. A lower limit will not change this. It merely inconveniences safe, law abiding road users. 

 
Am ok with speed restrictions around schools at the times children are going to or leaving school, ie 40 km 
between 0800 and 0930 hrs and again at 1400 and 1600 hrs, otherwise leave the 50 km speed limit alone but 
enforce it! There does not appear to be any evidence that reducing speed limits to 40 km will save lives. 
 
Improve lane directions at roundabouts. Especially on the newly opened bypass from Ruakura to Rototuna. One 
roundabout is confusing as it merges into one before you realise it is going to, therefore forcing an early 
unwanted exit.  I have seen an accident there so know others must experience this confusion.  don't put in speed 
bumps or roundabouts 2 close together like the 2 outside my place.  There has been insufficient research done to 
justyfy this Stop pampering around if the city council do some thing they cock it up then look for ways to fix it . 
 
I beleive that the present 50 kph speed limit serves everyone very well.The present 40 kph outside schools needs 
to be enforced better.Taxis, buses,courier drivers etc will be affected significantly and this could mean price 
increases.Its all about collecting money,the council should ask the citizens of Hamilton what do they want not 
make these decisions which affect its citizens. 

 
I don't mind around the schools but any where else is over kill in my mind 
 
There has been very little information on TV about this. The dropping of the speed limit from 50 to 40 km/p hr 
defeats the purpose of having a car. I could walk faster. Cars a made to go faster - not slower. 40 k's around 
schools are fine. 

 
I see them as I cross the road to School .Thank You 

 
I do not mind changes around the school areas. 
 
40km school zones need to be policed as most drivers still do 50-60km in these areas :( 
 
I feel the present 40Km around schools excellent. I do feel 50 Km is accepted nz wide and changes here be 
beneficial in revenue gaining By HCC which is probably there ulterior moYive. I do feel roads like Boundary 
Massey Killarny River Peachgrove etc would benefit traffic flow by increasing speed limit to 60 km . 
 
More policing of the 40km roads we live opposite a school and kindy and no one does 40 km unless they see a 
police car in the street which is not to often. Once people get fined they will change there driving habits around 40 
km areas They would have to have speed cameras in every street to make a difference and I really don't know 
why they want to change - it's up to parents to look after their children when they are out on the streets if that is 
the reason The council changed the speed limit in my street to 40kph some time ago and I was unaware of it , 
there seemed to be no publicity about it and one would barely do 50 in the street its seems to be a waste of time, 
speed humps would stlow traffic down much easier, as usual in our city council its some one little dream 
I feel the proposed 40kph changes in certain areas are a good idea. Unfortunately however its the motorists that 
continue at over 60kph that are the problem and no amount of signage and debate will change that fact. In my 
view Police presence and ACTION may slowly begin to reduce the problem 

 
Speed restrictions close to schools are the most important 
 
What a croc! It should be 80k on city link roads, 50k on residental roads and 40k outside schools and around 
shopping precincts. Keep it clear and simple! No excuses for error. 
 
I think main routes should be kept at the current speeds (50/60/70/80/100km/h) smaller residential areas ie side 
streets and around schools should be slower (40km/h on side streets and 30km/h around schools). 

 
I think the 40 kmh rule works well outside a school. other than that 50 kmh per hour is good and on some roads 
60kmh is appropriate. 
 
We already have slow speed signs by our schools which is great but would extend these from 8.00am to 9.30 
and again from 2.30 to 4pm. It is very very confusing when turning from one street to another to know what speed 
you are meant to be going the signage is appalling, and not very clear. Should have put it on the road not just a 
sign 3 meters after the corner. Also think of our visitors. They do not know what they should be travelling. I go to 
Australia often and there the speed limit is 60 but by the schooling areas it is 40 from 8.00am till 4.00pm and 



everyone know what they are expected to travel. Get rid of these 40 and 30 speed limits in the residential streets 
just a waste of time and out money 
 
The 40 kM should only be applied to residential streets that are not part of a Thoroughfare. Where a school is on 
a main route the 40km should be applied as currently with it only applying from 8-9am and 3-4pm. 
If it was the same speed limit throughout the city it would be far less confusing 
 
Streets are for moving vehicles efficiently and smoothly. They are not designed for pedestrian use, nor should it 
be encouraged. I agree with the median islands installed near intersections in the middle, where crossing 
pedestrians can stand and be protected from vehicles while crossing, but 40 km speed limits are far too slow. I 
also agree with a 40 km limit in 'school zones' during peak time, where children are concentrated at specific 
times, but I know of no incidents of pedestrian injury at any other time, and nothing attributable to a 50 km limit 
that is standard throughout the contry. 

 
the more of these restrictions that are put in the more people ignore them. there should only be restricted limits 
on roads next to schools like they have overseas. limiting so many streets speed limits only causes more traffic 
congestion. more work should be put into traffic education for parents and children. A child can be killed when hit 
by a car going any speed limit, are we all to ride bikes! 

 
Since when is it more important for children to play on streets? You drive to the conditions. The Council has far 
more important things to worry about with our ratepayers funding especially the disaster with Garden Place - it is 
becoming more unsafe to walk across daily 
 
 
There is a limit to what legislation can achieve and both pedestrians and drivers need to be vigilant. I think the 
40km zones by schools are really good especially with those signs to show when school is on. Making all 
residential roads 40km is overdoing it. 

 
Yes I do. I think its all about revenue and if they were really concerned about speed limits near schools they 
should put a speed bump just before the zone. To alert the public. And yes i hate speed bumps. But agree drivers 
near schools zone areas need to decrease their speed. 
 
I agree to limit of 40 km/hr near schools and childcare facilities only. 
 
 

5. SUPPORT 50 Km/h 
 

 
I didn't know anything was changing. I think all city roads should be 50 as it is easier 

 
I VERY STRONGLY oppose the stupidity that the HCC is trying to impose on us. If they have their way the roads 
will be completely unusable. Some of what they are trying to do is to discourage people using "rat runs" - but if 
they got the main roads working rather than spending all their energy on stuffing up things then people wouldn't 
need to use the rat runs. 
 
The current speed limits are perfectly OK What is needed is to police the current limits more diligently. Reducing 
to 40KPH which is effectively 25MPH is a step back prior to the 1930's. Cars have 80 years improvement since 
then. 
 
I drive a lot around the streets of Hamilton and do not notice any accidents being caused by exceeding the 
current speed limits. Council should worry more about people running red lights. I actually think this will increase 
with 40 kph speed limit because drivers will be frustrated, and in a hurry to get where they are going. 
 
 
This is an under handed effort to undercut the use of private cars. This will drive up costs in Hamilton significantly 
and will undermine our local economy. I totally oppose this policy. 
 
Put it back to what us was, It has been 50 for years so why change. They need to be questioned on spending 
money unnecessary. Also think they need their heads read for this change 
 
Crazy idea in changing the speed limit it has been that speed for years so why change. Think they need there 
heads read  
 
Time and money would be better spent ensuring traffic adheres to the existing 50km speed limit. The buses 
travelling past my home travel at a speed in excess of 50km 



 
Leave speed limits as is. The Dindale Road for instance at 40 now is nothing more than a Road Hazard.. More 
dangerous having to Brake heavy on the down hill part hit a slippery spot an there is a Accident that would never 
have happened if the speed was still at the original limit 
 
Leave the speed as it is there is nothing wrong with it. 
 
I live in a no exit street and the driveway is near to a corner. That is why I would support a speed reduction 
however it is not essential. I don't believe that low trafficked roads require low speeds. Roads without ample 
pedestrian safety could do with a speed reduction. In general I'm happy with a 50km in the urban area 
 
Time and money would be better spent ensuring traffic adheres to the existing 50km speed limit. The buses 
travelling past my home travel at a speed in excess of 50km 
 
Leave speed limits as is. The Dindale Road for instance at 40 now is nothing more than a Road Hazard.. More 
dangerous having to Brake heavy on the down hill part hit a slippery spot an there is a Accident that would never 
have happened if the speed was still at the original limit 
 
I live in a no exit street and the driveway is near to a corner. That is why I would support a speed reduction 
however it is not essential. I don't believe that low trafficked roads require low speeds. Roads without ample 
pedestrian safety could do with a speed reduction. In general I'm happy with a 50km in the urban area 
 
Slowing the speed limits down will increase road rage and also increase the amount of speeding tickets issued, 
which increases driver frustration with the slower speed limits. A never ending cycle. Put emphasis on drivers 
getting better education, and experience to counter any incidents that may occur, rather than slowing the speed 
limit to a point where you are dumbing down the drivers. Driving at slower speeds will ultimately lead to loss of 
concentration in places where it could matter most. Better driving education is the key to having safer roads, not 
slower speeds. (In my opinion) who is going to police this speed - the new supposed speed controls on casey 
ave have created nothing but an accident waiting to happen - it is very dangerous piece of road - we have been 
asking for speed humps on haultain st for years but I don't think we are important enough 

 
never heard about it only know of someone making the sign changes it is just about impossible to go up dinsdale 
road or come down a hill at 40kmh brake people will be happy they will wear out quicker strongly disagree 
 
I didn't know anything was changing. I think all city roads should be 50 as it is easier  
 
enforce 50, don't be knee jerk reactive when citizens, communities, and the police just need to work harder to 
enforce the (already low enough) limits. 
 
50 kms an hour has served us all well. People will still get hurt if speed limit is reduced. What is wrong with 
people teaching or taking responsibility for their own actions. Also Hamilton traffic is at best chaotic at peak times 
and to reduce speed limits any more is only going to compound existing problems. Do they want us to walk? 
50 kms/hr is fine . focus on the real issues of people parking all over the road 
 
Putter slower speeds will not make streets safer, people will still speed and get tickets more often because 30km 
and 40km are ridiculously slow, this will also increase people's frustration and increase traffic not ease it 
 
There may be some streets which warrant a decreased speed limit but in the main I believe the speed limit is 
appropriate. 
 
I don't think there is any issue with the speeds of the roads around Hamilton. I live on Glenview Terrace which is 
a reasonably straight road that has a 50km/h speed limit, and also lots of families living on it. The issue we have 
is idiots going well over 50km/h who aren't going to be going any slower because the council drops the speed 
limit 10km/h. 

 
50 kms/hr is fine . focus on the real issues of people parking all over the road 
 
The residential speed limit for all NZ cities/towns should be 50 km/h. Keep the traffic moving do to avoid traffic 
jams. 
 
The main roads / streets need to stay at 50km, I live on a small side street and would welcome the change to a 
40km or 30km speed limit 
 
Put it back to what us was, It has been 50 for years so why change. They need to be questioned on spending 
money unnecessary. Also think they need their heads read for this change 

 



There are only a handful of roads in Hamilton where the 50km limit is nonsense - my street is one of them as it is 
very short and a dead end - therefore no one should get up to 50km. I agree with reducing the speed outside 
schools at key times, but otherwise I think speed bumps on "through streets" are the way to go - not a speed limit 
change. Sounds like a way to make more money out of speeding tickets to me. This survey does not ask the right 
questions and therefore the answers given give the opinion that I agree with the strategy. I don't. 
I live in a fairly affluent suburb in Northern Hamilton. However, it doesn't stop the teenage children of those 
families travelling like bats out of hell down some of the quiet roads. I may not have young children but I do have 
a dog and cat and I worry about them and other peoples' children and pets with some of the speeding I see 
taking place around our streets. 

 
Roads are for people to move quiker to their destination. There could be a time when city council will tell people 
to stop using cars and work or ride to work. As is anything less than 50kmph is crawling. Can't city council do any 
better work like , saving money for the rate payers eg decreese rates. If they don't have anything better to do they 
should not be in the council. 

 
What a croc! It should be 80k on city link roads, 50k on residental roads and 40k outside schools and around 
shopping precincts. Keep it clear and simple! No excuses for error. 

 
We would prefer to stick to 50ks with 40 around all schools 
 
firstly as a city we cannot afford to spend the varst amounts of money on this project secondly we don't need this 
confussion in the city the speed limits should all be 50 kmph this makes it easy 
 
Leave the speed limit at 50kph. Pedestrians are in no danger on any roads in Hamilton. Crossings are very 
visible and easy to use. Drivers are very responsible on the whole in Hamilton. Can a car actually mechanically 
function at 30kph? 
 
Main thoroughfare changes may affect the traffic flow and cause congestion. 
 
Drivers need to take responsibility to drive to the conditions be it social e.g school, high peak traffic times or 
environmental. I have boy racers in my street and a school and day care...it would be nicer if they kept to the 
speed limit and funding was spent on controlling the 50km. I note drivers can get very frustrated with slower limits 
when the road is clear ..this leads to dangerous overtaking moves and I have witnessed this...personally I think 
this is higher risk whilst there are certainly some streets where a lower speed limit is desireable, HCC is doing 
this in too many situations where this is not needed. Finally, regarding your survey, some of the questions should 
be targetted at, or allow comments from, people who'se streets have already been reduced in speed, and should 
also address the issue of traffic calmiong or self explaining streets. 
 
There is no need to change the present change to 40kph. 50 was fine. I don't believe it assists to minimize 
accidents. 
 
A lot of street road need speed signs put in place. My street is a main road "Queens Avenue" and people speed a 
lot down the road, which I think is unsafe for the neighborhood, pulling out of your driveways and for children. 
 
there are many people that are in a hurry,the changes will help older people feel safe on the roads. Thanks 
 
I do not get a local newspaper and have received no notification of speed limit changes. As a Father of 3 now 
teenage children, a lower speed limit when they were younger would have made little or no difference. The 
council would be much better off enforcing the current 50km limit than reducing it to 40km 
 
firstly as a city we cannot afford to spend the varst amounts of money on this project secondly we don't need this 
confussion in the city the speed limits should all be 50 kmph this makes it easy 
 
Leave the speed limit at 50kph. Pedestrians are in no danger on any roads in Hamilton. Crossings are very 
visible and easy to use. Drivers are very responsible on the whole in Hamilton. Can a car actually mechanically 
function at 30kph? 
 
No need to fix something that wasn't broken. The only place that should have lower speeds(40km/hr) is outside 
schools which I support. Otherwise all city streets should remain at 50km/hr. 
 
 
 
 

6. NON COMPLIANCE FOR SPEED LIMITS 
 



 
It's not the speed limit that causes accidents - It's people breaking of other laws that causes accidents. Diving 
through red lights - U turns (I've observed heaps of 3 point u turns and not a cop in sight). Divers on cell phones. 
Drivers who don't indicate. This is nanny state stuff - Maybe we should all get out and walk. If we all drove to the 
conditions and within the law we would probably be calling to increase the speed limit. 
 
Drivers going over speed limits are the problem, no matter the speed limit. Better Intersection survaillence -lights 
& round-a-bouts - drivers indicating RIGHT when exiting R-a-Bouts is frustrating & dangerous...more driver 
education & patrolling these spots. Inadequate speed signage could be a problem...tell HCC to improve here 
whether the speed limits are changed or not. Leave speed limits alone and educate!! educate!! Drivers !! 
Driving in Hamilton is becoming increasingly confusing. 50kph is an appropriate speed unless there is a specific 
reasons for change (eg playground or school in the area). If the Council does make changes there needs to be 
clearer marking and signalling of that change (eg road markings). It's difficult to manage traffic and see signs on 
side of road. 
 
Reckless drivers are the problem and they will ignore speed limits anyway. 
 
The new speeds make no difference to road safety. The hoons still speed; the law abiders slow down. In our 
spped, the hoons have a slalom course to navigate - and they love it zooming along at no slower speed than 
before. 
 
On 50K roads very few do 50, do they really think changing a road to 40 will slow people down? 40 in school 
zones near me doesn't slow a lot of people down as it is. Too many rules and regulations that will effect the 
people who already follow the rules. Those who don't follow them now are not going to suddenly change. 
I find I drive regularly at about 40KPH in Hamilton; 30 seems unnaturally slow. We live on an arterial road which 
is already dangerous at 50. I am dreading the raising of that to 60 but I can't find out easily what the speed is or 
will be on particular roads in Hamilton from the Council website. 
 
If people don't slow down for a 50km sign, what makes anyone think a lesser speed limit sign will work? The key 
is educating the driver, not making driving more confusing. 
 
Lowering the speed limit to 40 won't make most people slow down as our street is a 50k area and most cars 
travel at 70-90k. 
 
Speed laws are only for people that obey them those that disregaurd them will continue to do so adding to 
increased costs processing fines Get practical L 
 
Council would be better prosecuting those that break the speed limit as it is now lowering is not going to make 
those people slow down It may clog up the streets and impede traffic flow 
 
Changing limits down is only going to frustrate the average driver wanting to go the limit to get to where they want 
on time and safely. Driving the limit down will only create more road rage and more crashes because of road rage 
How will changing it to 40 help? The buses don't do 50 currently and they tested that with a speed monitor sign. 
Changing the speed is not going to change the behaviour! 
 
Unnecessary in my view. Enforcing current speeds would be more effective. 
 
Changing speed limits is of no use to those who are determined to speed no matter what the limit. Near our street 
we often get people going around 100 in a 50km area and council won't put in speed bumps because no-one has 
been killed yet. disgusting! bet no councillors would sacrifice their child or loved one but expect me or one of my 
neighbours to before they will get off their asses and do something. 
 
2a is a problem question of 40 km is already what you have. 50 is not a problem if people adhere to it and are 
driving with a view to pedestrians and cyclists. Not sure that making 40 will actually stop racing by idiots. 
therefore policing the 50 rather than creating a complete muddle (I have 4 differetn speed limits between the 
outskirts of town and my house - which is only 5 mins drive 
 
Enforce the 50km limit !! I am a Hamilton resident who drives most days of the week and I was unaware of this 
council policy until you sent me this survey, which I think says all you need to know about their consultation and 
information processes!!!!  
 
Enforce the existing speed limits. It is absolute madness to be spending ratepayers money on all the changes to 
road speeds. It is so confusing for the drivers. What is the purpose of all the changes? 
 
Doesn't matter how fast the speed limit is if there are no policing of these limits. We have cars racing side by side 
down our street and cars going three times the limit daily. 
 



There needs to be enforcement, at the moment it appears there is little speed limit enforcement. No point in 
reducing speed limits unless they are going to be enforced. 
 
bring back Traffic Officers, as such, respect has to be SEEN to be respected, 
 
Speed cameras ought to be periodically installed in the new speed zones. Also buses do not respect any of the 
speed limits. Many of them go far too fast. They should have an automatic monitor on board to record their 
speeds. In Forsyth street we often see them at higher speed than 40 kph. The city centre at 30 kph is a great 
idea - should be implemented in more zones. 
 
I am glad that we live on a 50km road. The changes are excessive and are unnecessary on most of the new 
40km roads 
 
Locals seem most likely to observe new limit of 40 kph but transiting traffic (to/from nearby industrial area) do not 
seem to changed their speed. The buses don't observe the limit either. 
 
We are on a us route, 50km zone, with speed humps right through out street. One child car centre on our street. 
Buses can straddle the humps and speed down our streets at well over 60km that shake the foundations of our 
house. The Council needs to also target the bus company, couriers, taxi drivers who are a law unto themselves. 
The other issue that desperately needs to be addressed is the population of Hamilton thinks that when it comes 
to traffic lights, Orange means Green. 

 
We will need a concentrated way of policing while people's habits change. Some people demonstrate they 
believe rules are for other people. Most people speeding on our street are males. People adapted very well to the 
right hand rule change recently. I think most people want safer roads! Put in the support to change habits in the 
initial phase. Thank you for trying to make Hamilton a safe place to drive, walk and cycle. 
 
The tax collection service must be having a field day, raking in speeding fines. 

 
Though I would like the speed limit reduce down our road, it's more of a issue of people speeding than anything, 
we have a few hills and both cars and trucks speed over the hill. 
 
Everyone is going to speed anyway. 
 
Need to enforce the reduced speed limit changes. Signs might say 40km hr, but cars often just still drive the 
same speed. 
 
40km/h doesn't work. Everyone still drives at 50. 
 
Safe driving does not require regulation to enforce it. Those that exceed the 50km/h limit will continue to speed 
regardless of the posted limit. Respnsible drivers can manage their speed by adjusting to the environment around 
them. 
 
No matter how much the speed limit is lowered, there will always be someone to speed! 
 
I think it's crazy. It's not going to stop those who speed. It's a revenue gathering exercise 
leave them the way they are!!. I only would except a 40 zone outside my house because its speed bumped and 
motorists seem to think my road is a high way 
People are still going to go 50kph, so when it is changed they are just going to be speeding 
 
Those who currently drive well over the speed limit will continue to do so regardless of what the limit is. 
 
Changing people's mindset (so that they respect the speed limits) is the real solution - not reducing the speed 
limits - although it is welcome on 'some' streets e.g. near schools. The speedlimits are useless if they are not 
enforced - I think we kiwis are totally lawless when we are behind the wheels - I rarely see people slowing down 
on a 40K street - worst, many speed up dangerously on a quiet residential street! I would rather spend the money 
on policing and educating!! 
 
The reduction to 40kph makes me very angry. You cannot legislate safety. Spend the money on advising people 
to be cautious. Most of us do not need this advice and only get infuriated by nanny trying to fine us into being 
"safe". 
 
Unless the over loaded Police can patrol the streets it is a complete waste of resources yet again. We still have 
the same jerks running HCC. These are the same twits that cause all the debt that we are loaded with. 
 



HCC, wake up to the real world. 50km/h is a safe city speed. It's the goons doing high speeds that pose the risk 
to safety. 
 
if they are going to reduce the speed limit to make roads safer for the community they need to enforce this people 
still speed down my street and take no notice what so ever of the 40 k limit 
My road is now 40 km/h. I feel it has become more dangerous for pedestrians to cross the road as cars are still 
travelling at 50+ km/h, so if you think they are travelling the speed limit and you step out onto the road they are 
upon you.  
I don't see many people obeying the new or old speed limits so not sure how it'll help anyway. 
 
Some places that have 40kms signs are just completely ignored most of the time. So I don't think reducing speed 
limits is the answer. It is getting drivers to drive at the speed limit that is important. 
 
If safety is a concern then it has to be education and the individual's habit needs to change. Why not make the 
streets vehicle-less or 5 Kph and then there will be no accidents or injuries....come on, Please! 
 
The varied speed limits cause confusion and quite frankly as always only honest drivers will take any notice, it will 
not slow down the speeders. We have enough variations with the 80 k areas etc and the school zone limits do a 
good job of keeping the school areas and the vulnerable children safe, I don't believe we need more restrictions. 
The previous speed limits were not policed so why have they changed them when there haven't been near 
misses or accidents. They appear to be policing the speed limits now they have lowered the limits...revenue 
gathering? 
 
When will we need to have a man with a red flag in front of our car? Sorry these changes will not make our roads 
safer. 
 
It is hard to understand why the changes have been made and what benefit there will actually be. How will it be 
enforced on so many roads? 
 
All speed restrictions appear to be on quiet side roads. I have had 2 near misses with children running onto the 
road on busy roads with 50 kph limits. I'm not sure why these changes are necessary. 
 
People who do not obey the present speed limits are very unlikely to obey the new ones.How many accidents 
has there been and how many fatalities have there been on 50kh roads? Come on be sensible. Fix the roads and 
leave all else alone. 
 
How easy will it be to enforce these changes? I know of a suburb that has a 40 km limit but the locals just totally 
ignore it too much variety in speed limits confuses. Keep to one - be it 40, 30 or 20 but make all streets the same. 
Who will enforce these new speed limits? The police do not attend burglaries and assaults, so why should they 
devote time to speed enforcement? 
 
nforce the existing speed limits. It is absolute madness to be spending ratepayers money on all the changes to 
road speeds. It is so confusing for the drivers. What is the purpose of all the changes? 
 
Doesn't matter how fast the speed limit is if there are no policing of these limits. We have cars racing side by side 
down our street and cars going three times the limit daily. 
 
There needs to be enforcement, at the moment it appears there is little speed limit enforcement. No point in 
reducing speed limits unless they are going to be enforced. 
 
bring back Traffic Officers, as such, respect has to be SEEN to be respected, 
 
Drivers going over speed limits are the problem, no matter the speed limit. Better Intersection survaillence -lights 
& round-a-bouts - drivers indicating RIGHT when exiting R-a-Bouts is frustrating & dangerous...more driver 
education & patrolling these spots. Inadequate speed signage could be a problem...tell HCC to improve here 
whether the speed limits are changed or not. Leave speed limits alone and educate!! educate!! Drivers !! 
 
Drivers doing 50kph is not the problem, failure to police it is the problem. A recent speed camera blitz on a newly 
reduced 40kph street fined loads of people for doing 51kph, hardly anyone over that speed, proof indeed that 
there is no problem to fix. Having speed limits at different limits all over the place is confusing. The signage is a 
disgrace, you never know when you are leaving a 40kph area and are allowed to resume 50kph. If we are going 
to have 40kph in residential streets it should be a blanket national mandate from government so all drivers know 
the correct speed limit whatever town or street they are in. HCC's actions are a blatantly irresponsible and 
already failing experiment in social engineering that does nothing for road safety. Proper policing of 50pkh limits 
is what is actually needed. 
 



Where the limit is now 40 instead of 50 I notice motorists going way over 50 nowadays, they point to the fact that 
they find 40 a ridiculous and unrealistic speed limit on the roads that used to be 50. Work with motorists, enforce 
50, you end up with a far more dangerous situation by implementing these daft lower speed limits. Be sensible 
 
Driving in Hamilton is becoming increasingly confusing. 50kph is an appropriate speed unless there is a specific 
reasons for change (eg playground or school in the area). If the Council does make changes there needs to be 
clearer marking and signalling of that change (eg road markings). It's difficult to manage traffic and see signs on 
side of road. 
 
Speed cameras ought to be periodically installed in the new speed zones. Also buses do not respect any of the 
speed limits. Many of them go far too fast. They should have an automatic monitor on board to record their 
speeds. In Forsyth street we often see them at higher speed than 40 kph. The city centre at 30 kph is a great 
idea - should be implemented in more zones. 

 
It's not the speed limit that causes accidents - It's people breaking of other laws that causes accidents. Diving 
through red lights - U turns (I've observed heaps of 3 point u turns and not a cop in sight). Divers on cell phones. 
Drivers who don't indicate. This is nanny state stuff - Maybe we should all get out and walk. If we all drove to the 
conditions and within the law we would probably be calling to increase the speed limit. 
 
I am glad that we live on a 50km road. The changes are excessive and are unnecessary on most of the new 
40km roads 
 
Locals seem most likely to observe new limit of 40 kph but transiting traffic (to/from nearby industrial area) do not 
seem to changed their speed. The buses don't observe the limit either. 

 
Reckless drivers are the problem and they will ignore speed limits anyway. 
 
The new speeds make no difference to road safety. The hoons still speed; the law abiders slow down. In our 
spped, the hoons have a slalom course to navigate - and they love it zooming along at no slower speed than 
before. 
 
The slower speeds are good but in many cases the drivers are not adhering to the new rules .  THERE ARE 
GENERALLY ALOT OF SPEEDSTERS WHO WILL NEVER SLOW DOWN TO A SAFE SPEED AND 
REGULARLY EXCEED THE SPEED LIMITS OLD OR NEW. 
 
On 50K roads very few do 50, do they really think changing a road to 40 will slow people down? 40 in school 
zones near me doesn't slow a lot of people down as it is. Too many rules and regulations that will effect the 
people who already follow the rules. Those who don't follow them now are not going to suddenly change. 
I find I drive regularly at about 40KPH in Hamilton; 30 seems unnaturally slow. We live on an arterial road which 
is already dangerous at 50. I am dreading the raising of that to 60 but I can't find out easily what the speed is or 
will be on particular roads in Hamilton from the Council website. 
 
We are on a bus route, 50km zone, with speed humps right through out street. One child car centre on our street. 
Buses can straddle the humps and speed down our streets at well over 60km that shake the foundations of our 
house. The Council needs to also target the bus company, couriers, taxi drivers who are a law unto themselves. 
The other issue that desperately needs to be addressed is the population of Hamilton thinks that when it comes 
to traffic lights, Orange means Green. 
 
We will need a concentrated way of policing while people's habits change. Some people demonstrate they 
believe rules are for other people. Most people speeding on our street are males. People adapted very well to the 
right hand rule change recently. I think most people want safer roads! Put in the support to change habits in the 
initial phase. Thank you for trying to make Hamilton a safe place to drive, walk and cycle. 
 
Unless policing the area increases, it will make no difference to the people who are already abusing the speed 
limits. It is the people who go above 50km that need to be stopped and there is nothing currently in place to stop 
them. By reducing the speed limit all it is doing is slowing the normal law abiding residents. 
 
The tax collection service must be having a field day, raking in speeding fines. 
 
Though I would like the speed limit reduce down our road, it's more of a issue of people speeding than anything, 
we have a few hills and both cars and trucks speed over the hill. 

 
 

7. SUPPORT 

 



If driver have to take an extra minute to drive along a road but this saves the life of a young kid, then most 
residential streets should be reduced to 40 km/hr. Drivers will just have to adjust. Main roads should stay at 50 
km/hr. 
 
It's an excellent idea, especially if it is not put on main thoroughfares. The thing that I have been most impressed 
with about the Tron (apart from it's beauty) is the swift expressways in the north of the city that lead to quiet, 
slow, safe serpentine residential areas. 40k is great and the quicker it comes out the quicker people are going to 
get used to it. Treat it like the give way rule change (and that haka that the All Blacks put in) don't fanny around, 
just do it. (If only they had done that on One Tree Hill it would be well grown by now!!) People aren't stupid (well 
they are, but not THAT stupid) and they will soon get that 40k signs means "slow down to 40km". Just do it. 
 
Most Suburban streets 40km is fine, arterial routes need to be 60km or higher. The difficulty is where the arterial 
routes are suburban. 
 
it is a great idea makes it safer for the kids 
 
Many of the subdivisions made in the last 15 or so years have narrower and more twisting streets. This street 
design is appropriate for the residential areas that are not on a thoroughfare. 50km/hr is too fast for these areas 
and 40/30 km/hr is sensible. Thoroughfares (ie River Road, Discovery Drive and the like) should remain at 50 
km/hr. 
 
The main roads / streets need to stay at 50km, I live on a small side street and would welcome the change to a 
40km or 30km speed limit 
 
The safety of our children is paramount. As a grandparent of 11 children my view is that people travel do travel to 
fast, don't watch out for children enough and should be supporting the Council not complaining when they get a 
ticket because they didn't read a sign. 
 
A lot of people drive too fast, are in too much of a hurry, don't indicate, shoot up the empty lane then squeeze 
into a small gap in front of you or pull out in front of you instead of waiting a couple of seconds when the road is 
free behind you. They also tend to add 10 kms onto 50 or 60km speed limits. Dropping the speed limit is a great 
idea especially around schools and suburban streets where kids play. Having driven in other countries we are 
terrible drivers in NZ. Inconsiderate, Arrogant, ignorant and obnoxious are some of the words that spring to mind 
as I drive to work every day. These drivers need consequences to change their behaviour. 
 
$40 KMh Is fine but less than that may be hard to police and in some areas could become hassedous. 
 
lowering speed limits in residential areas needs to be done quickly, 40 for a residential street, 30 around schools, 
60 on main roads like Te Rapa and 80 on the freeways 
 
Yes!! Speed limits are a matter of safety. Too many crashes/injuries happen around Hamilton where on any day, 
you will see some of the worst driving in the world. I live on a secondary arterial route, the speed limit is 50kph 
but traffic often travels over 60 kph. Along the narrower suburban streets 60 kph is not uncommon where the limit 
is 50kph. 
 
Our street was changed from 50 to 40 km/h a few months back. We had good communication from HCC and it 
certainly makes sense on our no exit road. I think Hamilton has got the balance right with reduction in speed on 
residential streets and increases on main through roads. 
 
I feel very strongly about truck speed limits on city roads and feel there should be a blanket 40 km/hr speed limit 
with some streets 30km/hr...the truck weight/size/length increase has meant more noise, more damage to roads 
and a whole lot more vibration...there are no benefits to anybody, especially safety wise. 
 
Great to see this HCC safety initiative! We are very supportive of it indeed. 
 
reducing the speed limit to make things safer is a dammned fine idea indeed 
 
I would like my street (St James Drive) a 40kmph area too. Its not designated for it yet, but here's hoping. It gets 
idiots driving down it at 50-55 kmph (doesn't sound much, but with curves down most of it, kids playing on bikes 
and lot of parked cars, it feels like a race track sometimes. I think a few bump bars would be good too. 
 
Making speed limits lower will not in itself stop speeding drivers. Stronger penalties for speeding including a mix 
of monetary and penal such as confiscation for a fixed period, will be, in my opinion, a better solution than 
sweeping, mandatory speed limit reductions. 
 
slow down on this. give people enough time and public info to adjust. gud job! 
 



My street is due to change to 40 early next year. Seems a good idea, in a no-exit street with a reasonably large 
school. 
 
Chesham estate in rototuna, no one sticks to speed limit... way too dangerous for the many kids who play outside 
i'm new in Hamilton since may 2012 but i didn't know about it at all. people drive in Hamilton way too fast, it's 
great if we can regulate that in residential areas. 
 
I would equally support the placement of "speed-bumps" in conjunction with the reduction of the speed limit along 
our street, Stanley St, because it is narrow when there is parking on both sides of the road and because it is used 
as an speedy alternative to the sometimes heavy traffic on adjacent Boundary Rd. Thanks 
 
Lowing the speed limit is good but it also needs enforcing! There also needs signage to tell motorists there are 
speed humps. The main roads need widening etcto cope with the increase in traffic that use to go down the side 
roads. In Hamilton East I think that some of these roads could have been made into dead-ends to make more car 
parking around Steel park (similar to the parking on Cook St). 
 
There are too many speeding cars along Thomas Road!!! 
I fully support the school zone speed reductions when school starts and finishes and 20kph past stationery 
school buses, these speed reductions have massive safety implications. 
 
All suburban neighbourhood streets should have a 40km speed limit. That around schools should be 30 as a 
matter of course. Other main thoroughfares could have higher limits but not areas where there are potentially 
groups of children playing. 
 
It annoys me that people are complaining. In reality it makes little difference to travel times - and what if it does, it 
isn't the end of the world. Also, it isn't necessarily about safety - if it makes the roads quieter (slower cars), that's 
good as well. with the amount of speeding cars around our home we had to make our children ride their bikes on 
the footpath for safety and the amount of children around also makes it dangerous 
 
Fully support lower speed limits in built up areas in Hamilton. 
 
I would strongly recommend that Wentworth Drive from Cate Road be reduced. There is a KidsClub on the BEND 
of Cate/Wentworth & other bends where the cars speed. We're lucky that we can turn in our driveway to drive out 
on the road frontward as we are quite close to a bend near the start of the road. We encourage our visitors to do 
likewise as there have been two very bad near-misses when they've backed out. Thank you for your support in 
the speed reduction. 
 
I think the changes have been positive in Hamilton East where there are a lot of crossroad type intersections, has 
been good slowing people down. 
 
Too many people in Hamilton drive dangerously and aggressively. They need to start taking care NOW. 
I support all initiatives such as these speed reductions that make roads safer for cyclists, children and 
pedestrians, and that educate drivers to be more considerate of other road users. 
 
Change all residential streets to 40km then there would be no confusion. Thomas Road is very noisy a slower 
speed would help there is a restricted area past the school and day care but needs to go the whole length of 
Thomas Rd. 
 
In our street the speed limit was changed to 40 km/h some time ago. There are several schools (primary) in the 
vicinity, and our road is a residential 'through road'. There are still a minority of idiots who insist on going WAY 
faster than the speed limit, whatever that may be. If you made the speed limit 1 km/h, they would do 20 km/h. I 
think the council and the police should put speed cameras in all of these 40 km/h areas and fine the daylights out 
of anyone speeding. In my view that is the only way that people's behaviours will change. 
 
Please include Hobson St Hamilton which is used as a raceway at times. 
 
We need to make our roads safer in Hamilton. Lowering the speed limit will help. 
 
Support 40 km zones but there are too many other speed zones. Lets get some standardisation. 
 
It's clear from the maps that some neighbourhoods have petitioned Council for a lower speed limit. There is no 
real consistency to the way the limits have been changed. It's going to result in too many people accidentally 
speeding as its way too confusing. Basically it should be 40 km/h on minor residential streets with 60/80/100 
km/h on 'major streets, roads' and highways. 
 
Speed is a big factor on the adjoining road (Collins Road, Melville). We are in a small cul-de-sac off Collins Road. 
We would strongly support permanent speed reduction on Collins Road. Three schools border this road as well 



as Gallaghers Aquatic Centre. It seems that Collins road is used more like a race-track by an increasing number 
of people - generally young larikins by the looks of them. We increasingly feel unsafe here with our four young 
children. 
 
Some narrow residential streets could have a 40kph limit. Many of the roads changed to date certainly don't need 
a lower limit. It's hard to avoid the cynical impression that this is a revenue-gathering exercise under the pious 
banner of road safety. 
I support the reduced speed limits in quite residential areas that are not thoroughfares. I can see that many roads 
may need speed increases to enable traffic throughput. 

 
In general I support slower speed limits especially in built up areas and schools. But I cannot remember being 
asked in any capacity my views on the proposed changes, other than this survey. 
 
Great idea slowing down the traffic as Hamilton driving is get worse, too many impatient people. Can't wait till our 
street gets a speed restriction. 
 
Making streets 40km zones usually will just mean that people don't drive 60km in a 50km. it is common for 
people to drive at least 10km over the speed limit so I think it has been a positive thing. 
 
It is the speed that vehicles reach the speed limit that reduces reaction times for other drivers and pedestrians 
that is my biggest concern. For that reason, I fully support reducing the speed limit in urban and in particular CBD 
areas. 
 
There are a lot of little children in our area. They play in the streets. There are a lot of idiot drivers in our area who 
don't give way at roundabouts, Give Ways and Stop signs, ignore red lights and exceed the 50km/h limit. The 
sooner the limit is 40km/h and strictly enforced the safer all road users will be. 
 
Totally support this. But it gets really really confusing when there are lots of different speed limits... I also think it 
will be extremely difficult to monitor people's driving speeds in residential areas. If there is a street that 
particulalry needs people to slow down, why not put speed bumps in. Some residential streets don't need to have 
a lower speed limit whilst others probably do... I'm interested into how it gets decided which streets are to be 
lowered and which ones aren't... hmmm... will support whatever people think is the best way to make the roads 
safer, but in some cases I don't think lowering the speed limit is the solution. 
 
Signs need to look different I support the reduction to 40km in residential areas, where children are often present. 
I didn't know about the plan to reduce some roads to 30kph....I think that's too slow in many cases. The ring 
roads being finalised should reduce volumes on other roads, and 40kph or 50 kph is fine; plus 60-80kph on the 
ring roads. 
 
I think arterial roads should not be changed to 40kmh. Residential roads should be 40kmh. The speed limit on 
Ruakura Road near Innovation Park is not clear. 
 
Next step please change the speed limits from 100 kph down to 90kph and 80kph on much used rural roads. 
 
we are fans of speed bumps- they make people slow down, 
 
My opinion is all favorable 
 
40k's not 30 please. 
 
I support moves to make the roads safer and if it is all done at once then the public to know to be more observant 
while the short change over period is on. It just drags on and on otherwise as does the bloody moaning !! 
 
Although I was not aware that this was/ is an ongoing campaign, I have noticed speed limits of 40kmph and think 
it is a great idea. Maybe a general communication about which areas have changed, and which will in the next 6 
months, plus projections after that would be good for householders. Its a great idea. 
 
The 40k limit in our street works really well and I would dread it going back to 50. Our street was previously used 
frequently as a rat run to avoid major roads at rush hour but the volume of traffic has reduced since the speed 
limit was lowered. I like that many residential streets are now 40k, I think rot makes it safer for drivers and 
pedestrians. 
 
communication is the key, anything to make the roads safer 
 
Safety is more important than minor inconvenience. 
 



Are the residents informed of the speed changes in their areas before it happens? I do believe in lowering the 
speed in built up areas, especially where children are concerned. 
My kids are biking to school. Reduced speed will make the route safer. Within school areas all students should 
be able to ride to school on a reduced speed road. Not enough roads are included. My family needs Sandwich 
Road and Bryant Road included as well. People who want to rush have to use ring roads. 
 
I didnt like the change at first but have since found out that Austraiia and parts of the USA also have 40k limits so 
think it is a good idea, and I think it is safer in suburban streets as well. 
 
yes I live beside a two schools Clyde Street Hamilton East. The car are speeding up from bridge street and go 
really fast not 40 or 50 .They are doing 70-80. Also there is going to be abig accident with the cars who do a right 
hand turn out of the Hamilton east shopping center. They do it as busy times of the day morning 8-9am 11.30 -
1pm and 2.30-4pm. 
 
The changes the Council are making will mean it is safer to drive, walk and cycle. 40 km/h certianly seems a 
logical limit in a lot of the streets I drive. I believe the AA should do more to campaign on road safety issues for 
pedestrians and cyclists. Perhaps this is behind this survey? I am an AA member and I use a motor vehicle in 
Hamilton but i also walk and cycle most of the time. As a road user I want to feel safe no matter what form of 
transport I choose. Thank you 
 
good idea to lower limit from 50 km/hr but just lower it to one other speed eg. 40km/h and not to two eg. 40 and 
30 in other areas as too confusing 
 
The council are to be congratulated on doing something for the safety and quality of life people of the city. 
I am delighted my area is a safer speed zone, the new limit and the new traffic islands at the entrance to Plunket 
Terrace have noticeably calmed traffic down. We have had issues with 'boy racers' in the area and this has 
improved. I find the signs really clear and easy to see and feel in this very fast paced world it is a good thing for 
all of us to slow down a bit 
 
Some people not changing their behaviour - I think speed cameras should be used in Hamilton East to enforce 
the 40k limit. 
 
I live in a fairly affluent suburb in Northern Hamilton. However, it doesn't stop the teenage children of those 
families travelling like bats out of hell down some of the quiet roads. I may not have young children but I do have 
a dog and cat and I worry about them and other peoples' children and pets with some of the speeding I see 
taking place around our streets. 
 
 

8. NEUTRAL 

 
A consistent speed limit would make a lot more sense. I have found difficulty keeping my speed down initially but 
with practice it is getting better even in areas I don't normally drive. Overall I think the idea is good. We live in a 
street that could be described as a secondary thoroughfare. At times I would like to see the speed lower but 
appreciate it would frustrate a lot of people. 
 
speed limits need to be safe but realistic . 

 
I find it incredulous people are complaining about getting speeding tickets in some of the new 40kph zones. This 
means they are doing over 50kph anyway and this was a maximum anyway, not a target. 
 
I agree that some streets need to be changed but I regularly drive down a wide street that has few pedestrians 
and I do try to go 40 but I doubt if anyone else does. Re my own home, we are at the end of a small cul-de-sac 
so unlikely anyone goes 50km anyway. 
 
Some roads are not built to be slow speeds (width etc.) better to look at local roads and cul de sacs. 
 
Residents should be vigilant and report dangerous driving. Of course revenue collecting springs to mind! Same 
as parking wardens ticketing unregistered cars - not their business make signs clearer than they are in the 40k 
zones. 
 
Speed bumps may help as well, as most motorists drive over 50. 
 
Main thoroughfare changes may affect the traffic flow and cause congestion. 
 
Drivers are poor at reading speed signs so we have them doing only 50 on Te Rapa which is 60. 



 
I feel River Road in Hamilton should be a 60KMPH zone - between Pukete Bride & Fairfield Bridge and then 
again between the Fairfield Bridge and to where the Boundary Road bridge goes over River Road. I have seldom 
seen pedestrians trying to cross the road in thos areas & feel it would make the traffic flow better - as it has on Te 
Rapa Road/Ulster Street between Boundary Road & Pukete Road. 
 
Fines should not be charged until say a month after the speed limits change, and if someone is caught 
"speeding" in the first month they should only be sent a warning notice. e.g. Dinsdale Road 40km limit - I only use 
the road once or twice a week and only found out it had changed because other people had complained about 
getting a ticket. 
 
Clearly the message has not got through in many areas in particular where roads are accessed from new 
arterials (eg: Crosby Road) and the speed of many drivers has risen signiificantly to the point of being excessive 
and dangerous. 
 
Redesignated better enforcement would improve speed compliance, but traffic policing is politically sensitive in 
NZ. 
 
When it is 50 most people go at 60 and if at 40 it would be more like 50 You would have to think about 60 as it 
would depend on the situation. 
 
In regards to our street - we live in a cul-de-sac where it is difficult to travel much over 40km/h (although 
occasionally people do). In recent weeks I have noticed more Traffic Police presence on all of the non-major 
lateral roads/streets that I weave through on my way to work between 7.30 and 7.45am. During this time the 
Traffic Police are spending time monitoring a major (but by no means busy) compulsory stop intersection; they 
have also started using a portable speed camera on one stretch of the route and there have been roving patrols 
which were never presnt in the past. What is even more ironic is that while there are a number of cars that travel 
the same route daily over the last seven years I have not encountered an accident and I could count no more 
than ten so called idiots. All at a busy time of peak hour traffic. Hope this helps. Keep up the Good Work! 
 
The problem in our area is not the speed limit but those who totally disregard the limits and speed beyond any 
reason or safety. the placement of signs obscured by tree limbs or ill placed as the one south/west of Comeries 
Road and Bankwood Road. 
 
I support this change if there are valid reasons for doing so, eg school area, kids crossing, dead end streets, 
narrow roads with parking allowed on both sides of the road. I do not support the change if there is no valid 
reason or if there are other options. For example our road is narrow and parking is allowed on both sides of the 
road making it only accessable to one way way traffic. This makes it extremely dangerous as there are lots of 
kids in the street so a reduction in the speed limit wiuld be helpful. However only allowing parking on one side of 
the road should be looked at first. 
 
The lack of Limit signs is bad. One sigh at the change point is not enough. Frequently driving conditions cause 
you to miss the sign If you are following a large truck both the sign on road surface and the sigh on the roadside 
are easy missed. If we are to have constantly changing speeds there needs to be regular speed signs on ALL 
roads. 
 
The decisions should be made based on historic concerns relating to specific areas where incidents have been 
prevalent. Drivers are now often driving 40 in 50 km zones and holding up traffic. I drive professionally for a living 
so see the driver behaviour all over the city. 
 
No matter what speed limit is posted there is always someone doing well under the speed limit holding everyone 
up. Why not concentrate on those people because they are more dangerous to road users when drivers try to 
pass through sheer frustration? Making every road 40kmph will decrease the importance of the roads that were 
first identified as needing to be 40kmph 

 
Actually want to know why my residential street & the roads outside the hospital are not included in the speed 
reductions. 

 
(AA) for giving an opportunity to comment through this forum. I think its good you are seeking member input. I 
would be interested to see any submission that is put to the council from AA. 

 
I have no further actions towards these changes. I rarely find myself living in the areas and do not drive often 
enough to notice these changes. When I do drive around the suburban streets, I drive to the conditions either 
keeping at the speed limit or reducing my speed to avoid accidents. 

 



Thanks for the opportunity to have a say. I have noticed more drivers driving beyond the 50km/h limit in roads 
that are 50 km and find myself driving about 55 as that is keeping pace with other drivers then some crazy person 
passes me when the road creates another lane on the left. 

 
The 40km signs that I have seen have been on really "out of the way" roads that would really only be driven on 
by people who live there and their visitors. 
 
If speeds are reduced to 40 or even 30kph then on the major roads it should be increased to 60. Leaving 80 for 
Wairere Dr etc. 
 
Some streets need lower speeds, but others eg. River road in northern area need to be raised 
 
Some changes are needed, but to have most streets at 40km is not realisitc. Eg Forest Lake Rd is not suited to 
40km. 

 
 
 

9. OTHER COMMENTS 
 
All traps so far do several bad things for very little improvement! They degrade your car suspension, tyre wear 
and much more which is a personal cost to all car owners who mostly take care around town.  
 
Lower speed limits cause more traffic congestion and frustration. Hamilton traffic is becoming more clogged.it is 
absolutely ridiculous the speed changes to lower speeds in areas where there is problems with speed. 
 
If they are going to push this thru I hope that the humps will be removed. 
 
Yes, I would like to see more little roundabouts in difficult intersections, rather than spending money with speed 
limits, little roundabouts slow traffic down, eg like many in Melbourne, Australia when I went on holiday there. 
Thanx. 
 
you covered the speed but ignored the waste of money in stalling the red brick crossings that as far as I can 
make out have no legal status. Furthermore there is a ridiculous roundabout at the corner of Wellington and Fox 
street that buses have trouble with and has next to no traffic anyway! Sack the streets department! 
 
wasting time and money again 
 
Most road signs with a white border are for information, red means compulsory, and black for warning. The "safer 
speed area 40" road signs have a white boarder making them appear to be information rather than a red one that 
would mark them as compulsory. 
 
Why would they even meddle with them. There are other roads that are 100 that should be reduced to 80 
How can an organization that owes some 480 million, afford the time and money to achieve, what, exactly. 
Unless it intends to create frustration, more opportunities to speed, more opportunities for speed cameras, more 
revenue to reduce their $80 million. 
 
Bloody nonsense 
 
I am appalled at the expense the council has gone to in streets like Howell ave and caseys ave to name a couple. 
I have lived in. Or near Howell Ave for 50 plus years and consider the old speed bumps adequate. How much did 
the council spend on all the brick work I know how long it took to do just one and I think it is an extravagance we 
cannot afford. 
 
I guess I don't notice these new changes because so many roads are under reconstruction and keep us slowed 
down anyhow. I live by a traffic light junction and speed is already heavily constrained most of the time. 
 
For god sake get real council. Pedestrians have to learn to be responsible for their own stupid mistakes as 
everyone should especially people on push bikes. If the lights on my car don't work properly I get fined. How 
come the same doesn't apply for push bikes? Pedestrians also need to get real at crossings. They don't have 
automatic right to step out into traffic. Wait and cars will stop for them! 
 
We live just on the 50k side of a zone that changes from 70 to 50. Our neighbourhood petitioned the council to 
extend the 50k zone as cars fly past our house all the time and the police frequently catch offenders. The council 
didn't want to know. I find the councils lack of movement on this a bit rich when they are driving down 50 k zones 
to 40 without consultation. To me extending 50k zones on ever expanding city boundaries should be a priority 
also. 



 
With even more reductions in speed limits Hamilton is going to be an absolute bottle neck as traffic will be that 
much slower and not able to clear effectively. There are so many more cars on the road these days that people 
will end up being more frustrated than ever and more accidents will occur. People will avoid visiting here. Imagine 
a big event with cars at a near stand still. Those people wouldn't come back in a hurry! 
 
Improve lane directions at roundabouts. Especially on the newly opened bypass from Ruakura to Rototuna. One 
roundabout is confusing as it merges into one before you realise it is going to, therefore forcing an early 
unwanted exit.  I have seen an accident there so know others must experience this confusion.  don't put in speed 
bumps or roundabouts 2 close together like the 2 outside my place.  There has been insufficient research done to 
justify this Stop pampering around if the city council do something they cock it up then look for ways to fix it . 
 
Typical case of keeping someone in a job at ratepayers expense. Some streets don't warrant slower speed 
restrictions due to different traffic flows. A more extensive restriction system could hinder traffic at peak making 
areas worse than already currently exists. 
 
Awareness of the speed dangers, and educating children (and adults) about cars etc would be more beneficial. 
 
Use of speed cameras to enforce new speed limits on roads that had its speed limit decreased is revenue 
gathering at its extreme. For the most part the road environment and its conditions will determine what is a safe 
speed to travel at. 
 
Speed limits should only be reduced when there are other measures besides merely signage to slow people 
down. A 30 0r 40 km road should not be driveable at 50. The problem is the limits apply all day and night, 
whereas the reasons for the lower speeds only exist for small portions of the day, usually based on school times. 
 
50km along River Road is too slow and only used for revenue gathering 
 
There are many roads that are not "collectors" but are long and straight. 40km not practical for these. 
 
There are ENOUGH speed humps in the more vulnerable streets...... 
 
Do not put trees on the roadway, just creates an unneccsary hazard. 
 
Casey Avenue speed limit now 40 with small islands on the side of the roads is a joke, cars park right up on the 
islands so cars just drive down the road on the wrong side to avoid the islands and parked cars, finally they have 
reduced the height of the judder bars 
 
I live in a culdersac so no one ever does 50km/hr. Don't do road works (to make roads around school) during 
school drop off and pick up time. Any of the new 40km/hr roads I have travelled have such huge speed bumps 
that no one could ever get up to 40km/hr anyway without damaging their cars. 
 
Digital signs showing your speed are effective, any changes need to be positively policed I.e. drivers 
congratulated for sticking to the lower limit 
 
I also think that police cars sitting at the bottom of hills should stop targeting people who are not intentionally 
speeding but just coasting down the hill slightly over the speed limit to drive economically. 
 
Granted its the decade of safer journeys and safer speeds would be one of the issues, it would be sensible to 
tackle those roads which have genuine reasons to reduce the speed limit. A map to highlight where these roads 
are, what the average traffic volume, and crash statistics are would be useful information to have on hand before 
one could jump to conclusions over how big a deal this is. At the moment I am staying in Wellington, and the bit 
of Willis St outside goes from 50km/h to 30km/h between the 2 sets of lights, however without fail there are 
always boy racers boosting along it from 11.45pm to 1.30am every Thurs, Fri, and Sat night. I even saw one 
pedestrian have to run to finish crossing the road. What would have happened if they were disabled and couldn't 
run? Still get boy racers in the Rototuna residential area too. It's bloody annoying. Basically reduced speed limits 
would emphasise a greater responsibility to watch out for the pedestrians and what not, but you're still going to 
get those that just don't care whatever the speed limit is and will behave like idiots on the road, because they 
want to drive like they're in Tokyo drift. 
 
30 and 40 is excessively slow. We should rather be making our roads more cycle friendly. At the moment cycling 
in Hamilton is very hazardous. Making cycle lanes should be a priority instead of slowing traffic flow. But I guess 
slowing the traffic is the cheaper option so this will be what happens. 
 
The council are incompetent and not related to the community 
 



In Calgary Cananda, the speed limit around Schools and Parks is 20 Miles and every one slows down all the 
time.We could have that in Hamilton. It would be a lots easier to remember. I have family living over there. 
 
The council would be better to put in safe crossings for children near schools, vastly increase cycle ways and 
stop putting in stupid courtesy crossings. It's irrational and ill-concieved. 
 
If you are making the side roads slower then increase the speed of the main roads to keep it flowing 
Very confusing and very little warning/notification given. The first you know is when you suddenly see a blue 
Safer Speed sign up on a street and that's the first you know about it!! 
 
typical HCC big brother - change for the sake of change and spending more rate payer money so they can justify 
increasing rates year after year after year. To live in an ideological existence as HCC staff do must be such a 
burden given the world we live in. 
 
People need to be more careful when driving, but, in my opinion, lowering the speed will create a whole set of 
new problems. 
 
If you give some thought to various situations along streets you can see signs could go up in even larger 
numbers. We have to learn to slow down where cars are parked on streets for sports. In U.S.A. small towns 
drivers are very good atletting folk across roads. In UK they are taking down signs in some places - too many 
40Kph on residential streets and Victoria street only. Council to make announcement of blanket speed limit on all 
residential streets. Speed amnesty for 3 weeks after change with warning letters only being sent out. 
 
I don't agree that all areas need the changes. There is an almost total focus on speed and practically nothing 
else. I ride a bicycle and a motorbike and the significant poor perception and selfishness of motorists cause far 
more "near incidents" on a daily basis than speed. Most motorists don't even notice cyclists and motorcyclists 
who are on the road let alone young pedestrians. In my experience most of the cyclists that i know who have 
been knocked off their bikes – 
 
stop the police from just giving out speeding tickets just to gain revenue and give out more warnings for just being 
over the limit, if the person is constantly being over then prosecute 
 
city debt is top priority , all this new signage etc is a complete waste of ratepayer money which should go towards 
reducing debt. 2. roads should move traffic efficiently, this is less efficent and as every journey will take longer will 
result in more petrol thus more fumes etc, so is very anti green policy. 3. pavements are for pedestrians , they 
shouldnt be playing on the roads 
 
Not without getting quite mad at how irresponsible the nanny state thinks we are. 
 
You might as well suggest people to walk to work rather than putting down limits so low people might start for 
work after dinner!!! 
 
leave speed as it is and have cameras in strategic areas to catch those breaking the limits especially the traffic 
junctions where people jump the lights ! 
 
It would be a very effective to display the reason why the roads are closed around Hamilton. example the river 
road. Thanks 
 
The problem is not the changing of the speed, its the lack of infrastructure that is being done to change the speed 
environment. Signs and road marking alone will not reduce the environment for drivers to adjust. If it feels like a 
50km/hr environment, drivers will drive at 50km/hr or greater. 
 
Why concentrate on cycle lanes guys. 
 
The NZ Road Code states that ' you must drive slower if the speed limit shown is unsafe'. Drivers should exercise 
common sense and courtesy and if there are children about or other hazards bear this in mind. Idiots will speed 
regardless and visitors must be totally confused. 
 
I think the bigger issue is the roads that are 80km that now border resident in areas as a result of new 
subdivisions e.g Gordonton Rd from Borman Rd south onto Tramway - more housing, more traffic as a result 
more people biking but the speed is still 80-100km. Id be reducing the speed limit in those areas to 60km starting 
from Borman Rd. 
 
Why is River Road still 50km/h when every other similar road in the country would be 60km/h? Council shouldn't 
bend to a few vocal residents on that street. They should do an opinion poll on that! 
 



Driving tests should be stiffer and better controlled. Drivers should be taught to signal before braking when 
turning. 
 
Plant trees on streets (in boxes that still let water down kerb) to narrow them as an alternative approach. 
In many cases a very low speed limit fosters a 'comfortable detached' approach in drivers, leading to less 
awareness of their surroundings. We have seen slow (considerably below the speed limit) drivers drive through 
intersections oblivious of road signs, and stopping / turning without consideration for other traffic. So beware 'too 
slow' for long sections of road! 
 
Changing the speed limits down is making Hamilton roads more dangers as people are starting to over taken 
people who are now driving slower than the 40kmh speed limit. I have seen this on a few times now a car driving 
10kmhr slower or move getting over taken on narrow road because they are holding up traffic. 
 
I consider speed humps more effective at slowing down traffic rather than changing speed limits. In some areas 
speed humps would be more applicable eg residential streets that are used as a through way 
Yes I believe the size of the speed signs should be increased. 
 
There should be more severe penalties for speeding on residental roads ie heavy fines plus instant impound of 
vehicle. 
 
Speed cameras need to be introduced or one off patrol cars with officers equipped with radar guns. 
 
Slower speed limits does not stop the idiots who steal cars and speed, it just stuffs it up for the good average 
person. 
 
And takes longer for my staff to get from job to job. 
 
A good driver always drives to the conditions. If the weather is bad, the road unsuitable or if there are children 
about, the good driver slows down regardless of the set speed limit. Good drivers obey the speed limits. Bad 
drivers don't. 
 
Only the good drivers will be inconvenienced by the new speeds. The bad drivers won't take any notice. The new 
rules are not sensible. I would suggest that the money be spent instead on educating children about road safety 
and in encouraging parents to walk, not drive, younger children to and from school. Mother of five and 
grandmother of sixteen. 
 
Although the speed limit in my street is 50k intend to drive at 30-40k because there are children playing. I think 
residential side streets should all be restricted to slower limits but I don't believe NZ drivers would obey them any 
more than the 50 k limit. There is a prevailing attitude of "50 really means 60". In general a 10% above 
prosecution tolerance would make more sense than the current 10k ( or 4 k holiday) tolerance. 
 
Try to convert roundabouts in to traffic lights as there is an increased instance of people trying to avoid the give 
way rules at rush hours. also pedestrian crossing needs to be improved on the bridge st before and after the 
bridge I would like to see speeds monitored to assess how effective the reductions are. some areas need other 
improvements (like narrowing the road) to reinforce the change in speed. i think higher visibility of the changes 
(on site and in the media) pre and post change would help reinforce the need for drivers to change their 
behaviour. 
 
Increasing commute times and increasing frustration will not make for safer driving. 
 
Need more speed humps to prevent speeding in shorter streets eg cul de sacs. 
 
I hope River Rd speed limit will go to 60km. 
 
The changes meant - road works, more road works, disruption to traffic, buses running even later than usual, 
cobblestones  and I'm sure all the costs involved will be blamed on the V8 race. 
 
People who dont live in the streets they use to short cut are less likely to conform to the speed limit. WHATS THE 
CONSEQUENCE! what i'd like the council to do is put speed cameras in the streets that are used as 
thoroughfares with40kms OR don't allow people to cut through. 
 
From my personal experience I have not seen many 40km roads in Hamilton and I drive every day. 
 
Bastards speed up you slow pricks and get off our roads...... Stop driving kids to school then they might learn to 
be road smart.... 
 



What's the answer. The AA should be about safety first not speed. This is not 1903 with a man with a red flag 
required! 
 
I have only been in Hamilton for 4 years originally from South Auckland and I was surprised to find most people 
living in Hamilton don't do the speed limit as it is. When it is 80 they do around 75 whereas in Ak they do 100 in a 
80km area. 
 
The more sensible thing to do would be to improve driving instruction making sure drivers know where their cars 
are on the road and taking notice of road markings 
 
most drivers drive over the 50 kph now and often cross the middle line. 
 
It should have been a trail run and a warning and THEN a fine. 
 
Yes, but I'll keep them to myself! 
 
I feel that this is not so much about safer speeds but another way of revenue gathering. While at this stage I have 
not had a ticket I know of several who have and in each of these cases they were fined $80.00 for traveling at 51 
KPH. I also find that it is very difficult to travel up Dinsdale Rd hill at 40 KPH without loosing revs. I either have to 
increase my speed or change down a gear. Yes some people do travel a bit too fast, by why not target excessive 
speed, not those who are keeping at around the 50 K mark 
 
some roads are 50 and should be 60 
 
It's a revenue gathering exercise. 
 
the cost of implementing the changes does not stack up with the benefit gained.  
 
council needs to look at alternative options to build outs and planting trees in the roads. Money could be better 
spent in improving congested routes into the City centre 
 
Any slower and my car will stall 

 
If traffic cops spent a little time hidden down suburban street like mine they would get a years worth of their 
revenue gathering tickets in a day. If streets are wider then traffic struggles to go slower. 

 
Since our street has been changed to 40 kph, no change in speed has been observed. I certainly haven't 
changed as it low traffic volumes anyway 
 
I like driving around Hamilton as opposed to Auckland because the speed limit on most roads is 60kph--most 
people tend to drive at 54--to 56 kph anyway 
 
I think there are roads that are main commuter roads which should be lifted to 60kms ie: river rd 
traffic needs to flow, most times they change anything they do it the wrong way, create more traffic bottlenecks, 
delays etc. stupidity is stupidity whether in the form of a bad driver or bad traffic flow planning, cars do not cause 
accidents, people do, slow traffic does not prevent accidents, good driving does. enforce existing traffic rules 
adequately, do not penalise all drivers with traffic jams and poor planning decisions 
 
The walking public have to be accountable for their own safety too, it’s not only the drivers who have to adjust to 
the conditions. I have traffic calming islands outside my place for several years now, installed to slow down and 
divert traffic to main routes, now one of those (Dinsdale Road) has been lowered to 40kph!! As a rate payer, I 
would prefer to have money spent on improving street lighting and thereby help reduce house and car thefts, and 
make it safer to walk the streets at night. 
 
Question 2A: Since the speed limit is already 40km\h outside my place, changing it from 40km\h to 40km\h would 
be a waste of time. 
 
30k speed limit seems a step to far with most vehs changing up and down in gears. it would almost feel like 
driving with your handbrake on. Driver awareness I think is the bigger issue and shopuld be concentrated on 
 
Promote use of arterial roads by signage, chicanes, speed bumps, speed cameras 
 
Where it steps from 80km/hr to 60km/hr on Morrinsville Rd is in the wrong place, needs to be further East rather 
than just after a very busy intersection. 
 



Target the speedsters and not those doing 50km/hr. 
 
The limits on main arterial roads should be increased....especially dual carriageways. 
 
 

 


